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Salmon Says... 








“Where would | 
be today without 
salmon advocates 
and activists like 
Don Riswick?” 
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Foreword 


This paper is being published for the express purpose of keeping the public and the 
fishermen informed of the true facts and happenings in regard to the Columbia River 
Fishing Industry and all people connected with it. The advertisements which appear 
within make it financially possible to publish this paper and we hope you will in return 
patronize and thank the business people who contributed to this cause. Anyone who 
wishes to contribute articles, pictures stories, or ads, please contact the editor at: 

P. O. Box 627, Astoria, Oregon 97103 or call (503) 325-2702 





Help Support the 


Columbia River Gillnetter Publication! 


| The Columbia River Gillnetter is the only remaining publication on the west coast devoted exclusively to 
gillnetting. We have been making a difference for 34 years, but our continued existence is 
threatened by increasing production and mailing costs. Now more than ever, we need a voice 
to represent our side of the issue, and the Gillnetter is an important contact with fishermen, 
lawmakers and the general public. 

If you would like to help, send donations to 


~ Columbia River Gillnetter 


The following individuals have made a cash contribution to the Columbia River Gillnetter 
Publication, which will be used to help continue the publication and mailing of this free 
informational newspaper. We thank them for their support! 


January 2005 — June 2005 


In Memory of Don Riswick: Don Coughlin — Chinook, WA 
Harold Hendriksen — Astoria Don Abrahams — Svensen 
Art & Andy Reith — Gearhart Robert Smith — Portland 
Chris & Ken Thompson — Astoria Bruce Hansen — Portland 
Dennis & Dena Johnson — Astoria Don & Edith McDaniel — Astoria 
Perry Nordmark — Astoria Bill Ojanen — Astoria 
Don & Pat Abrahams — Svensen Arnie Hansen — Chinook, WA 
Jerry Ostermiller & Lynne Johnson — Astoria Jack Kennedy — Portland 
Mildred Anderson — Knappa Harold Stensrud — Hermiston 
Mr. & Mrs. Eldred Olson — Astoria Jon & Bev Moberg — Salem 
Eldon Korpela — Astoria Williams-Gardner-Liedtke — Beaverton 
Darla Salo — Astoria Judith Halsan — Portland 
Fred Antilla — Astoria Perry & Jean Nordmark — Seaside 
Mel Hjorten — Astoria Gary Olsen — Cathlamet, WA 
Gordon & Carol Wolfgram — Astoria Ron Hoxie — Astoria 
Clarence & Myrtle Dreyer — Astoria Johnny Wahl — Lynnwood, WA 
George & Almeda Siverson — Astoria Richard Skipper — Svensen 
Geraldine Chisholm — Seaside Kathleen Kulland — Gresham 
George Peeke — Redondo Beach, CA Warren & Dorothhy Leback — Princetown, NJ 
Elmer & Shirley Johnson — Knappa Fred Antilla — Astoria 
Valio & Elsa Rautio — Astoria Gladys Halsan — Knappa 
Dewey Maxson — Swensen Robert & Sheryl Ginn — Sitka, AK 
Clarence & Hazel Demase — Swensen Vern & Diane Telen — Buxton 
Sylvia Chestnut — Astoria Alice Thompson — Lake Oswego 
Glen Bay — Minnetonka, Minn. John Grocott — Ilwaco, WA 
Anna Baker — Astoria Doc Haglund — Wauna 
Bill Cook — Astoria Glen & Charlotte Nelson — Astoria 
Englund Marine Supply — Astoria Richard & Myrtle Paulson — Astoria 
Shirley Richards — Portland 
Elmer & Charlotte Hjorten — Shoreline, WA 
John McGowan — Warrenton 
Kent Johnson — Astoria 
Christina Meyer — Astoria 
Rhoda Hughes — Chinook, WA 
Borghild Coleman — St. Helens 
Garry & Sharon Graves — Warrenton John Vlastelicia 
Fred Korhonen — Svensen In Memory of Nick Rusinovich 


This paper was started for your benefit 36 years ago to help kee j j j 

P you informedon Gillnett is i 
non-profit, we depend on advertisi : j nap 

Please make your contributions t 


Clarence Demase 

In Memory of Michael Demase 
Bill Cook 

In Memory of Ed Lahti 
Eldon Korpela 

In Memory of Joe Thompson 












Don Rietickee 
Thanks for the Memories 


In this Summer 2005 issue of 
the Columbia River Gillnetter we 
pay special tribute to Don Riswick 
the man who started it all with 
his first publication of this news 
magazine back in 1969. He kept 
the Columbia River Gillnetter 
publication going twice a year for 
some 34 years. We lost Don this 
Spring leaving a void in the senior 
leadership of our fishing industry 
and particularly as an avid and 
passionate spokesman for Salmon 
and the Columbia River through 
this paper. He was, of course, 
very prominent in the CRFPU as 
well. 


With the help, and computer 
expertise of a couple of young 
University of Oregon Journalism 
and Communications graduates, 
Michael Demase and Tom Wynn, 
he changed the format of the 
paper to the present magazine 
style some 15 years ago. 


It has been my pleasure to 
continue this tradition, the past 
couple of years and into the 
future, and Tom Wynn still does 
the layout for us. 


We Salute Don Riswick for his 
informative and historic efforts 
towards bringing fishery 
information to us all over the 
years. 


While we are on the subject it 
is interesting to note that one 
advertiser in that first edition of 
the Gillnetter in 1969, Englund 
Marine Supply Co., is still one of 
the lead advertisers in this 


edition. Our thanks go out to Jon 
Englund his late dad Axel and 

son Kurt. Two other advertisers 
in that initial edition have 
present day connections. Hauke’s 
Market with Skip Hauke and 
Columbia River Engine Co. with 
Bob Oja. 


We want to take this 
opportunity, as well, to thank all 
of the businesses in Astoria and 
up and down the river who have 
chosen to support the Gillnetter. 
We couldn’t do it with out you. 


As a voice of the fishing 
industry we are carrying the 
out-going Salmon For All 
Publication, beginning with this 
issue, and also the bi-yearly news 
from C.E.D.C. Fishery. This will 
become a regular feature of the 
Gillnetter. 


Our excellent printing end 
binding is done by Reprographics 
of Longview. It is no small feat 
considering our 36 pages with 
many photos to copy, anda 
printing of 3,500 of which over 
2,000 go out on the mailing list. 
They have done a superb job with 
our order for several years now. 


The nylon Net Recycle 
Program, implemented by the 
CRFPU, is doing quite well with a 
large load of 9,000 lbs delivered 
to Skagit River Steel & Recycle in 
Burlington Washington in April. 
There is already a good 
accumulation of web at the 
collection site in front of the 
Union Office at the West End 
Basin. They now take leadline as 
well and we had over a 1/2 ton 
on board. All old Nylon 
throwaway web and leadline will 
be accepted at the storage totes. 
Please seperate leadline from 
web. All labor is volunteer and 
money goes drectly into the 
CRFPU treasury to help the 
fishery. 


Jon Westerholm, Editor 


Join your | 
Union | 


The CRFPU board has 
authorized lessor membership | 
price of $100.00 or $50.00 per! 

year for those who want to | 
help out. 

The yearly voting membership | 
remains at $150.00. 1 

A Union card and receipt will 
be issued ineach case. | 

Send Dues checks to: 

Jack Marincovich, 
CRFPU 1 

LAD T aps (eve 
Astoria, OR 97103 
: 


PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES! 


moan 
NOTICE 
; OUR OFFICE IS CHARGED FOR! 
EACH ISSUE OF THE GILLNET-| 
iTER RETURNED TO US. IF YOU; 
HAVE CHANGED YOUR AD- | 
'DRESS. PLEASE FILL OUT THIS! 
1 FORM AND RETURN IT TO US. 


iName 
'New Address 

















iState Zip 








Send to: Jon Westerholm, CRFPU, , 
P. O. Box 627, Astoria, OR 97103 : 





Donald V. Riswick 


Don Riswick of Astoria, died Monday 
March 28, 2005, in The Dalles, Oregon. 


Don was born July 28, 1917, in 
Astoria, to Alvin and Lillian Palo 
Riswick. He attended grade school and 
high school in Astoria, graduating from 
Astoria High with the Class of 1935, 
before going to Oregon State College. 
He began working at the Astoria Post 
Office at a young age. 


He married Doris Kaufman in 1939. 
They later divorced. She survives (now 
Doris Kraft), living in Port Orchard, 
Washington. 


Enlistment in the U.S. Air Force took 
Don to the South Pacific, from New 
Guinea to the Phillipines, during World 
War Il. He served aboard a B-24 
Liberator as a turret nose gunner on 57 
missions with two forced landings. 


In 1946 he married Ellen Lunki. She 
preceded him in death in 1994. 

After the war he returned to work at 
the Astoria Post Office, eventually 
retiring with 33 years of service. 


He later married Dorothy Lund 
Riswick. She survives, living in Madras. 





Growing up in Alderbrook with the 
fishing industry, Don became a boat 
puller at age 10, owned his own Gillnet 
Boat as a teenager, and contiued to 
fish for some 67 years. It was his 
lifetime love and support of the 
Columbia River Fishing Industry that 
inspired him, in 1969, to found, edit, 
and publish the Columbia River 
Gillnetter Magazine until 2004. 


He was a member of the Columbia 
River Fishermen’s Protective Union, 
Elks Lodge, American Legion, 
Scandinavian Benevolent Society, 
Finnish Brotherhood, and War Birds 
Breakfast Club. In 2001 he was Grand 
Marshall of the Astoria Regatta. He was 
a history buff and enjoyed music, 
dancing, and visiting friends. 

In addition to his wife Dorothy and 
former wife Doris, Don is survived by 
three sons and one daughter-in-law, 
Don Riswick Jr. of Port Orchard, WA., 
Kenneth Riswick of Beaverton, and 
David and Pat Riswick of England and 
Honolulu, Hawaii, two granddaughters, 
Julie Riswick of Beaverton and 
Sarah-Jane Riswick of England and 
Hawaii; five grandsons, David Jr., 
Nicholas, James, Christopher, and 
Tyler Riswick all of England and 


Honolulu. 


Don now rests at the Ocean View 
Cemetery in Warrenton. 


Thanks for 60 YEARS, at the Foot of 15th Street in Astoria 


Original building in Astoria 


INC. 


Stocking Nagaura and Momoi nets for the Fall Season 
or call today to get your custom order net. 





Foot of ISth St, Astoria, Oregon - 503 325 4341- Toll-Free 800 228 7051: fax 503 325 645] 






She morning light’s still a long time away, 
As my first cup of coffee 1 pour. 

Dark windows streaked with rain, 

My low mood, seem to underscore, 


Just heard about you yesterday, 
Can't believe you're really gone, 
My work will be a poorer place, 
You took some of the sun along, 


Friendships forged on pitching decks, 
With tough times tempering them true, 
Always seemed a better show 

When you were in the crew. 


When things went wrong you'd grin and wink, 
And light us both a smoke. 
Can't count the times you lightened the day, 
with some irreverent joke. 


Abh, you were a tough one, 

As we all have to be, 

That special breed of people, 

Who make our living from the sea. 


So many memories come crowding in, 

As 1 nurse my coffee and watch the ran. 

The news so casual, “Another fisherman gone” 
Just seems to compound the pain, 


Well, she just keeps right on turning, 

But the world seems a sadder place, 

And whether 19 really ever known you or nof, 
That still would be the case. 


Oh 1 know that for us all, 

Our time will come in the end, 

But that doesn’t do much to fill the vord, 
Mau left behind, old friend. 


January 2005 


David Densmore 


Dedicated to Don Riswick and all fisherman who have Passed away 


Don with 
Dorothy 
Riswick 










Above, Don with Gov. 
Kulongoski 


Left, Don mending nets 


Below, Don’s long-time 
gillnet boat “Shoofly” with 
new owner Art Reith 





“SMALL RETURNS" 





Right now all the people that have 
interest in fish runs coming back to 
the Columbia River are looking for 
answers on why fish runs are com- 
ing back at only a fraction of pre- 
seasons predictions. 


| think we really got an early warn- 
ing in the first couple of months of 
the year, when the smelt run came 
back in such small numbers. | did 
hear some fishermen say, “Small 
smelt run, small salmon run.” Boy, 
how right they were! 


Now, as a follow up, our Spring Sal- 


mon run is only returning about a 
third of the pre-season predictions. 
Whatever took a toll on the main 
stream run is also doing the same 
to selective areas and the net pen 
fish that are released in the lower 
river. 


Really, we have no place to look 
for the problem but to turn to the 
ocean. What went wrong out there 
is anyone’s guess. Was there a lack 
of feed because of changing cur- 
rents? Even down the coast in San 
Francisco Bay, the herring runs 
have come back small, with imma- 
ture fish. 


We know for a fact here on the Co- 
lumbia, with the small run of 
smelt, our friends the Sea Lions 
had to turn to other fish for food, 
such as the prize Spring Salmon, 
and for the first time ever, the 
sturgeon. 


All we can do is look ahead and 
hope the summer runs come back 
strong, so our fishermen can har- 
vest some of those fish which 
should still have good value. That 
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Oregon Ocean Seafoods 
225 SE Galena 
Warrenton Oregon 97146 
(503) 861-1434 
or Toll Free at (888) 738-8910 
Cash, money order, VISA & MasterCard 


Norman Kujala, Owner 
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summer season should take place 
in the third and fourth week of 
June. A lot of fishermen by that 
time should be up North in Alaska 
fishing in different areas. So, with 
the smaller fleet down here, it 
should make it easier for the com- 
pact to manage the harvest. 
Wherever you go to fish, we wish 
for a good harvest and hope for a 
good price. 


The Columbia River Fishermen’s 
Protective Union still has our office 
at the east side of the Red Lion in 
Astoria, P.O. Box 627. 

Phone 1-503-325-2702. 

We take part in all Compact Meet- 
ings, so stop by and visit us. 


Jack Marincovich, 
Executive Secretary, C.R.F.P.U. 


Hunt’s Market 


Tubby Texaco 
¢ FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE « 
« VIDEOS ¢ BEER« ICE« 
* CARHART CLOTHING + 
* WESCOE LOGGER SHOES « 


40490 Old Hwy 30 
Svensen-Astoria, OR 
503-458-6288 
Monday-Saturday, Closed Sunday 


North Coast 
Chiropractic 
Center 


Appointments: (503) 861-1661 
Fax (503) 861-1662 
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679 E Harbor Dr, Suite C 
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Warrenton, OR 97146 
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To the Editor 


Dear Sir, 


| Sure look forward to receiving 
your magazine. Always some news 
about my old friends. Keep it up.’ 


Harold Stensrud 
Hermiston (Astoria Hi-Class of 148) 


Dear Jon, 


Enclosed is my donation the 
Gillnetter in memory of Don Riswick. | 
knew him all my life living in-the same 
neighborhood as him. 


Fay Iverson and | used to baby sit 
their kids. | remember when they built 
their house. It was the first pre-fab 
house to be done in Astoria, | still get 
the Gillnetter and thoroughly enjoy it. 


Shirley Hjorten Richards 


eee 
Jon, 


Please find donation to help with 
the continuation of the Columbia River 
Gillnetter. We really enjoy receiving it 
and it brings back many memories. 


Jon and Bey Moberg, Salem 


Dear Jon, 


My father Lloyd Halsan, now 
deceased, really enjoyed your articles 
in the Gillnetter, as he used to be a 
horse seiner and he lived next door to 
Don Riswick in Alderbrook. He also 
worked with him in the Post Office. 


Keep them coming to my address. 
Judy Halsan, Portland 
Editor, 

Thank you for the contribution to 
the Columbia River Maritime museum 


in Harold’s memory. The museum 
always held a special spot in his life. 


Also special to him was the 
Columbia River Gillnetter. He looked 
forward to each issue end read it 
immediately when it arrived. He had 
such a deep and lasting interest in the 
fishing industry and the Columbia River 
and all its history. 


Virginia Nelson, Portland 


Columbia River Gillnetter, 


The Winter copy of the Gillnetter 
came last February addressed to my 
husband, K.W. Thompson. Sad to say 
Ken passed away in April of 2004. 


Being a native Astorian, with long 
time family connections there and to 
the Columbia Rivers | would still enjoy 
receiving, and reading, the Gillnetter. 
| am enclosing a donation to help. 


Alice Johns Thompson 
Lake Oswego 


Editor of the Columbia River 
Gillnetter, 


Thank you so much for mailing the 
magazine to me. There are so many 
memories each time | get your 
publication. | was a little girl when my 
mom, Julie Selbeck, worked at the 
Booth’s Cannery. Ingaborg Grotting, 
Louise Dahl, and |, Borg Coleman 
would walk down the hill to cut out 
the Salmon cheeks-so good! 


Mom also worked at CRPA, out at 
Hammond, and also for two years up 
at Pillar Rock Cannery. 


My brother Ragner Selbeck had 
the Trawling boat “Edith” and Chris 
Sibbert (sp.) had the Trawler “Maud.” 


Borghild Selbeck Coleman, St. Helens 
Dear Mr. Westerholm: 
| am enclosing herewith a copy of my 


uncle, Melvin Matthew “Mel” Leback’s 
obituary which appeared in the Daily 


Astorian. 

Mel was a life-long resident of 
Chinook. He spent over 53 years in the 
Lower Columbia River fishing industry. 
He worked his father’s fish trap at 
Point Ellice Beach Seine on Sand 
IsLand, worked at Chinook Packing 
Company rising to President and major 
stockholder. At Chinook Packing he 
witnessed the change over from 
Chinese labor cutting and slicing the 
salmon for 
packing to the mechanical cutter and 
slicer as you and | referred to at that 
time as the “Iron Chinook” (before 
political correctness) his pride and joy 
was his Cannery tender “Man of War,” 
the fastest tender on the Columbia 
winning the annual cannery tender 
race at the Astoria Regatta. 

He remained, to the end, an active 
and interested participant in the 
Lower Columbia fishing and canning 
industry. 


My best to you, | remain 
Sincerely, 
Captain Warren G. Leback 
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Local Fishermen! 
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Warrenton Oregon 
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Editors Note: 

The following letter appeared, 
this Spring, in the Readers View 
section of the Boise, Idaho 
“Statesman.” 

Max Kelly, a former longtime 
resident of the Lower Columbia 
area, now living in Weiser Idaho, 
was answering an earlier Readers 
View that contained many 
inaccuraracies about Columbia River 
Gillnetters and who was killing 
Native Salmon. The letter was very 
emotionally biased and needed to be 
corrected. 

We need more people like Max 
along the Columbia River System, to 
speak out and set the record 
straight on our Wild Salmon & 
Steelhead recovery programs.We 
must emphasize that all User Groups 
must work together if we are finally 
going to reach our goal of continuing 
Salmon Stocks for future generations 
in the basin and the Pacific 
Northwest. 


VOLVO 
PENTA 


Columbia Pacific 
Marine Works Inc. 


SPECIALIZING IN STERN DRIVES 
CUSTOM FAB. & WELDING 


(503) 325-4310 Bob, Lasse, & Doug 


312 Industry Astoria, OR 97103 








KEN AIKEN 


Financial Advisor 








#1 12th Street, Suite #7, Astoria, OR 97103 
Phone: 503.325.0677 


Commercial Fishing en't the problem 


As a 60-year veteran sports 
fisherman in Oregon, Idaho, 
Washington and Alaska, | must 
respond to a Reader’s view from 
Gordy Best ("Stopping Columbia 
River gillnetters will help save native 
salmon,” Jan. 21). He said “all Idaho 
can find common ground so we can 
speak with one voice” in resolving 
the problem of saving native salmon. 

Best had been on a sport-fishing 
trip in Washington state. He was 
advised by the “locals” that 
commercial gillnet fishing was 
“lethal, indiscriminate and allowed 
no escape” (for the fish). His 
emotional indictment against the 
commercial gillnet fishery is simply 
not true. 

The nontribal commercial fishery is 
the most strictly controlled fishery 
on the Columbia River. The federal 
government set a guideline dictated 
by the Endangered Species Act. The 
Columbia River Compact, in setting 
tribal, recreational and gillnet 
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seasons, must stay within that. Fish 
managers in Washington and Oregon 
set seasons accordingly, within 
specific percentages and 
parameters. Both states’ biological 
staffs conduct extensive research 
cooperatively before proposing a 
season. 

This process, along with strong 
enforcement and catch checking, 
ensures that Best’s fears are 
unfounded. 

The gillnetter, like the sport 
fisherman, does not want to kill wild 
or native stocks of salmon or 
steelhead. It would be non- 
productive and selfdestructive to do 
so. The commercial fishery is 
regulated with such techniques as a 
large mesh net (9 inches), which 
allows the smaller steelhead to go 
through unscathed; small mesh 
tangle or tooth net (4 1/2 inches), 
which tangles, rather than gills; 
short soak times; and recovery 
boxes. Seasons are set to avoid wild 
endangered species, including 
steelhead. 

To answer Best’s question why 
commercial fishing is allowed on any 
river: Surely he understands that 
fish, whether wild or hatchery, 
belong to the citizens. How do 
shoppers think stores get seafood 
products? The commercial fisherman 
provides them. Would it be right 
only for those who are able, or who 
can afford sport fishing, to have the 
pleasure and health benefits of 
eating fish and other seafood? The 
gillnetter, fishing for the consumer, 
has his allotted right to the 
resource, as do recreational and 
tribal fishermen. 

Only when every fisherman and 
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fishing group, tribal, sport or 
commercial, says “we” instead of “I” 
and demonstrates the commitment 
and effort to work together for the 
future of the resource will the 
harvest be fairly divided amoung 
each group. We have other, more 
serious problems regarding the 
Columbia River fishery. They include 
dredging, hydroelectric dams, water 
shortages, the sea lion (which is the 
Columbia’s largest harvester, taking 
more fish than the commercial and 
sport fisherman combined), and 
human development. 

The Idaho Legislature, for 
example, is now discussing the Nez 
Perce Water Agreement and the 
Upper Snake Plain Aquifer dispute. 
This is where our time and effort 
should be directed. The outcome of 
the conservation of water directly 
affects the salvation of a Ne 
river system. 

For more information, contact the 
Columbia River Fishermen’s 
Protective Union at P. O. Box 627, 
Astoria, OR 97103. One of the oldest 
conservation unions on the West 
Coast, CRFPU was incorporated in 
1884. It has a newsletter expressly 
for the purpose of keeping the public 
and all fishermen informed of facts 
and events about the Columbia River 
fishery. There is no one more 
dedicated to the development, 
continuation and growth of the 
salmon and steelhead runs than 
commercial fishermen. 

It is their living and, especially, their 
way of life, which would be lost if 
they did not respect and preserve 
the health and balance of the river 
and the life it supports. 











Warrenton 
Boat Yard 


FULL-SERVICE MARINE RAILWAYS 


COMMERCIAL ¢ YACHT ¢ SAILBOAT 
FIBERGLASS * WOOD * STEEL 
BOAT REPAIR 
COMPLETE HULL BOTTOM MAINTENANCE 





Salmi Brothers 
NE Bay & NE Harbor Ct. 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
861-1311 





none 325- “197. %> 
| 
¥ => x ve 
=A ek S 
% RTI: 
“Anu Any 


NIEMI OIL CO. 


PHONE 325-1972 
FAX 325-1973 
34908 HWY 105 - SUITE #2 
P.O. BOX 989 ASTORIA, OR 97103 
Gasoline / Diesel / Lube Oil 
Call for nya! 
















= TIRE FACTORY 


WHEN IN NEED, THINK OF US 
AS A FRIEND IN DEED. 


325-2861 
AFTER HRS. & EMERGENGY 
325-0233 


35359 HWY 101 e ASTORIA 


Serving the Northwest and Growing 
178 Locations 


Gyn SON'S 
Fe, <i 


CANNERY CAFE 


One Sixth Street, Astoria, OR 
(503) 325-8642 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 








Old-fashioned Experience 
Cutting Edge Tools 
Chipping - Brush Mowing 
Brush Removal - Field Mowing 
Daniel Leinweber 


(503) 738-9567 


RIVER 


SEA NEWS 








SFA NEWS SFA rans SFA NEWS GFA * NEWS SFA NEWS SFA —— SFA NEWS 





ashes tans 
SFA NEWS SFA NEWS SFA NEWS SFA NEWS SFA NEWS 


SALMON FOR ALL 


NEW BOARD MEMBERS AND GREAT NEWS 


NEW BOARD MEMBERS 


GIVE THEM A CALL, 
JUST TO THANK THEM! 


Processors 
Bruce Buckmaster, Bio-Oregon 
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GREAT NEWS! 

NORTHWEST WAY OF LIFE, 

JOBS & PEOPLE WIN TODAY 

Judge Rules that Federal Government’s 
Salmon Plan is Illegal... Again 

Portland, OR - Today, Federal Court 
Judge James Redden ruled that the fed- 
eral salmon plan for the Columbia and 
Snake rivers is legally flawed in four 
different respects. First, Judge Redden 
took issue with the federal agencies’ 
assertions that the dams were part of 
the immutable landscape. Second, he 
states that NOAA’s approach in this bio- 
logical opinion “stands in sharp contrast 
to...prior biological opinions” and is 
“insufficiently comprehensive to ‘in- 
sure’” the protection of salmon. Third, 
NOAA did not properly analyze critical 
habitat for salmon. And fourth, 
“NOAA’s jeopardy analysis is contrary 
to the law because it does not address 
the prospects for recovery of the listed 
species.” “Today’s decision is a victory 
for everyone living in Oregon, Washing- 
ton and Idaho,” saia Tedd True, Earth- 
justice’s lead attorney on the case. 
“Both sides had their day in court and 
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the Judge ruled that the federal govern- 
ment has shirked its responsibilities to 
this region and cannot legally manipu- 
late the Columbia and Snake rivers in 
ways that will drive our salmon to ex- 
tinction.” This year’s low return of 
spring chinook has been devastating for 
Northwest people and communities. 
Tribal, sport and commercial fisheries 
have been shut down or drastically cur- 
tailed. In many places, fishing was 
closed almost as soon as it opened. 
Boats are in dock, guides are idle and 
millions of dollars destined for river 
communities now and in coming months 
won’t be realized this year. While fed- 
eral officials have repeatedly stated 
that their plan is “on track,” this year’s 
returns indicate just the opposite. “The 
judge affirmed today what the low re- 
turns of spring chinook have been tell- 
ing us all for weeks - this plan does not 
work and it is hurting the tens of thou- 
sands of people we employ in the 
Northwest,” said Liz Hamilton, North- 
west Sportfishing Industry Associa- 

tion. “Our businesses and region have 
suffered long enough. It is time for real 
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salmon recovery - recovery that in- 
creases the number of jobs, the 
strength of our communities and meets 
our responsibilities to restore a balance 
to the Northwest.” Today’s decision 
marks the federal government’s second 
unsuccessful attempt at crafting a vi- 
able salmon plan. In May of 2003, 
Judge Redden ruled that an earlier plan 
also was illegal and ordered it replaced 
within the year. In response the federal 
government issued a new plan in late 
2004. Now that the judge has ruled the 
2004 plan illegal, he will be considering 
a request from plaintiffs to establish 
specific protections for salmon migrat- 
ing through the Columbia and Snake riv- 
ers this summer. "What’s at stake here 
is nothing less than the Northwest way 
of life: abundant salmon, stable jobs 
and reliable energy,” said Jan Hassel- 
man, National Wildlife Federation. 
“Our vision is for an economically and 
ecologically recovered Columbia basin. 
However, this administration’s vision 
for the Pacific Northwest is to spend $6 
billion managing the path of salmon to- 
wards extinction.” Recent studies 
have shown that restoring healthy runs 
of wild salmon would greatly benefit 
the regional economy. With a restored 
salmon fishery, Idaho alone would see 
almost half a billion in economic bene- 
fit from sportfishing. Similarly restored 
fisheries in Washington and Oregon 
would raise the total to almost six bil- 
lion dollars in economic benefit to the 
region. In addition, the Pacific Coast 
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations 
estimates that restoration of Columbia 
and Snake river salmon, would net the 
region an additional $500 million per 
year in commercial fishing revenue and 
as many as 25,000 new family wage 
jobs. “The federal government has al- 
lowed the four lower Snake River dams 
to threaten our jobs and way of life for 
far too long,” said Glen Spain, Pacific 
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associ- 
ations. “Our Northwest leaders have 
the power to put this region on the 
right path, a path that leads to stable 
jobs, good fishing, abundant salmon 
and places in the outdoors for our fami- 
lies to enjoy. Anything short of that 
only leads to extinction for salmon and 
the people that depend upon them for 
jobs.” Scientists have told us that the 
Columbia and Snake river hydroelectric 
dams are by far the leading killers of 
salmon and steelhead. NOAA Fisheries’ 
own documents state that the dams are 
allowed to kill as many as 86 percent of 
out-migrating juvenile salmon. Yet the 
federal government continues to disre- 


gard the value of these fish and the 
health of the rivers to people of the 
Northwest by not even considering the 
removal of the four obsolete dams on 
the lower Snake River - which scientists 
deem the best and surest way to sal- 
mon and steelhead recovery. "We can 
have both clean, affordable energy and 
abundant, wild salmon,” said Sara Pat- 
ton, NW Energy Coalition. “All that 
stand in the way are four dams out of 
the more than 400 dams in the Colum- 
bia-Snake system. These four out- 
dated dams produce relatively little 
electricity, and the power they do pro- 
duce can be easily replaced with cheap 
energy efficiency and cost-competitive 
renewable energy facilities that, in 
turn, will create hundreds of perma- 
nent, local family-wage jobs and new 
farm income.” "This decision affirms 
the fact that all salmon recovery op- 
tions need to be on the table, including 
removing the four lower Snake River 
dams, which are draining our region’s 
resources,” said Michael Garrity, Ameri- 
can Rivers. "We can replace the bene- 


' fits provided by these four dams, and in 


doing so we can create jobs, revitalize 
local economies, create great fishing 
and recreational opportunities and pre- 
serve our Northwest way of life.” "The 
Bush administration and the federal 
agencies have failed the people, com- 
munities, salmon and salmon- 
dependent businesses of the Northwest 
for far too long,” said Kathleen Casey, 
Sierra Club. “The Judge has stopped 
the charade of salmon recovery and 
now insisted that a real plan that ac- 
complishes real recovery be put into 
place. The people and communities of 
the Northwest know that salmon and 
steelhead are part of our quality of life, 
support sustainable businesses and are 
important for our families and our fu- 
ture.” "It’s ashame when we have to 
rely on the courts to affirm and uphold 
some of nature’s basic truths, but 
thankfully today Judge Redden has 
done that,” said Jeff Curtis, Trout Un- 
limited. “The take-home message here 
should be that if we want more fish in 
the river, we need to provide more of a 
river for fish.” 


GOVERNORS RESPOND 


OLYMPIA - May 26, 2005 - Gov. Christine 
Gregoire today met with Oregon Gov. 
Ted Kulongoski and federal officials to 
discuss a court ruling that the Bush ad- 
ministration’s plan for balancing salmon 
against hydroelectric dams in the Co- 
lumbia River Basin violates the Endan- 
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gered Species Act. The two governors, 
representatives from Montana Gov. 
Brian Schweitzer’s office and other offi- 
cials were touring the Grand Coulee 
Dam in Central Washington when the 
decision was announced by U.S. District 
Judge James Redden in Portland. They 
took the opportunity to immediately 
discuss the ruling. Others in today’s dis- 
cussion were from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, the Bonneville Power Ad- 
ministration, the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration Fisheries. 
Idaho Gov. Dirk Kempthorne was out of 
the country and was not at Grand Cou- 
lee. “We have been making some 
progress in our discussions and see this 
an opportunity to recommit ourselves 
to craft a solution on how to manage 
the hydroelectric system,” Gregoire 
said. “It’s important that the Columbia 
River system be managed in a way that 
protects both fish and the economy of 
Washington and the Pacific Northwest.” 
Gregoire said tribes and interested par- 
ties would be consulted on any solu- 
tions that are proposed. The governor 
said she was not surprised by today’s 
court decision. “We have been working 
this issue for some time,” she said. “I 
believe the judge did the right thing.” 
Washington filed an amicus brief in 
March supporting the lawsuit challeng- 
ing the validity of the federal govern- 
ment’s Biological Opinion for the 
management of the Columbia River fed- 
eral power system. The state took the 
action because of concerns that the 
federal plan would jeopardize the survi- 
val of 12 threatened and endangered 
runs of salmon. Environmental groups, 
Indian tribes and fishermen filed the 
lawsuit, and Oregon joined the plain- 
tiffs as a third party. 


LOCAL FISHERY NEWS 


Bruce Jolma of Clatskanie made the in- 
ternet news on Yahoo about the lost 
fishing season. “Biologists and fisheries 
managers are at a loss to explain why. 
For every possibility they come up with 
- ocean food abundance, sea lions in- 
vading the fish ladders to eat salmon, 
reduced numbers of smolts surviving 
the gantlet of deadly dams in their 
spring migration to the ocean, cold riv- 
er temperatures - there is conflicting 
information showing some other run 
facing the same hazards has come 
back, said Bill Tweit, anadramous fish- 
eries policy leader for the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the 
state’s representative on the Compact. 
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The economic impacts are tough on the 
river’s 200 gillnetters, who last year 
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the selective fisheries that have been 
shut down, said John North, assistant 
Wildlife 


manager of Columbia River fisheries for 
the Oregon Department of Fish and 





Landing for the season in the Mainstem 
Columbia were officially 543 Sturgeon 
SELECT AREA TOTALS 
“We don’t want to catch the last fish,” 
said Bruce Jolma, a gillnetter from 
Clatskanie. (Bruce can’t explain it ei 
ther).”If there is a conservation prob 
sit on the beach.” “ 


lem, we are the first ones who want to 
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This year Blind Slough fishermen did 
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better than the Youngs Bay fishermen 
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mon 


Landings for the season in Youngs 


geon 
SPRING SEASON TOTALS FOR SALMON 


Bay were roughly 600 salmon and 35 


Landings for the season in the Main 
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mum, no recovery boxes, and one to 
two days (nights) per week until July 
Keep checking the fisheries hotline 

this fishery 
4550 
Landing for the season in Blind Slough 
were roughly 850 salmon and 30 stur 


number if you plan on participating in 
stem Columbia were officially 5364 Sal 


31. We do not have the final details 
yet, but will in the next few weeks 
SUMMER CHINOOK SEASON, 2005 


THE FALL 
We have not had a Summer Chinook 
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MORE FISHERY UPDATES COMING IN 
season, except last year’s Blueback 

season, for a while. The good news is 
this year we will have a Summer Chi 


The Late Fall Coho run looks pretty 
bleak. We are awaiting a run size up- 
date as soon as the run actually starts 


to come in. The Columbia River is the 
only area that has jack count predic- 


nook season of some kind starting June 
15. The gear will likely be 8-inch mini 
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using out-migration predictors only, so 
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will be coming back 
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will announce those as soon as we have 
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St., Astoria for breaking news and fish 
eries updates as they occur! 
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From Oil Rigs to fish farms - Aquaculture 


Legislation proposed by the Bush admin- 
istration early this month seeks to funda- 
mentally change the way we use our 
oceans to harvest fish. 

The federal agency that regulates fish- 
ing wants to open the deep ocean to off- 
shore aquaculture, floating cages in 
which high-value fish like tuna and 
striped bass can be grown. 

The Hubbs-Sea World Research Insti- 
tute is seeking the right place to conduct 
its aquaculture experiments: a decomis- 
sioned oil platform off the coast of Cali- 
fornia between the Channel Islands and 
Ventura. Built by Chevron in 1979, Plat- 
form Grace pumped its last drop of oil 
nine years ago but Hubbs-Sea World 
would like to bring it back to life. 

The institute has proposed a $10 mil- 
lion project to grow a range of high- 
value finfish — white seabass, striped 
bass, California halibut, California yel- 
lowtail and bluefin tuna — in four float- 
ing cages, while growing red abalone and 
mussels on the platform itself. 

Government agencies and the Califor- 
nia Coastal Commission are currently re- 
viewing the proposal, worried about its 
impact on the state’s shoreline and re- 
sources. 

Critics think the whole federal push 
for offshore aquaculture smells worse 
than fishy. Environmentalists and fisher- 
men decry the lack of environmental 
protections included in the legislation, 
citing diseased fish escaping the pens to 
waste from aquatic feedlots collecting 
on the ocean floor. 

Others see the legislation as yet another 
Bush giveaway to oil companies, enabling 
them to shirk their legal obligations to dis- 
mantle oil rigs and clean up around the sea 
floor once the wells run dry. 

Global fish populations are declining, 
just when the world is demanding more 
and more seafood. So aquaculture is go- 
ing to try to pick up the slack. 

On June 7, the Bush administration un- 
veiled its much-anticipated national off- 
shore aquaculture legislation before 
sending it to Capitol Hill. The bill would 
give the secretary of commerce authori- 
ty to approve aquaculture projects in 3.4 
million square miles of federally con- 
trolled oceans. 

Don Kent, Hubbs-Sea World’s presi- 
dent, said offshore aquaculture will help 
the country more efficiently provide 
food for its citizens. “A small fraction of 
ocean could be used to grow a lot of sea- 
food in very clean water and have mini- 
mal impact on the environment,” he 
said. 


But critics contend that the lack of en- 
vironmental standards in the proposed 
regulations don’t require the commerce 
secretary and NOAA Fisheries to safe- 
guard the oceans’ health. 

“If it does go forward, it should be 
done in such a way that protects marine 
ecosystems and commercial and recrea- 
tional fisheries,” said Becky Goldburg, 
senior scientist with Environmental De- 
fense. “This doesn’t do that.” 

Though fishermen and environmental- 
ists are often at odds, many have united 
to oppose the offshore aquaculture bill. 
Zeke Grader, the head of the Pacific 
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associa- 
tions, said, “The main driving factor here 
is not taking care of the world’s starving 
masses, or any seafood deficit in the 
U.S., but people who think they can 
make a quick profit by very lax govern- 
ment regulation — at the expense of the 
environment and other fisheries.” 

The two major national commissions 
that released ocean policies in the last 
two years chose different tacks; the 
president’s bill rejects both. While the 
independent Pew Oceans Commission 
called for a moratorium on finfish aqua- 


culture, citing the environmental con- 
cerns raised by salmon farming, the pres- 
ident’s own U.S. Oceans Commission 
advocated standards to guide sustainable 
aquaculture development. 

The oil companies’ involvement makes 
proposals like Hubbs-Sea World’s draw 
even more skepticism. The institute is 
receiving millions of dollars from Chev- 
ron to conduct its operation, including 
the donation of its facilities to conduct 
the aquaculture experiments. Kent and 
Michael Rubino, NOAA Fisheries’ head of 
aquaculture programs, both said the 
aquaculture research would not be able 
to extend the life of the oil platform or 
absolve Chevron from its decommission- 
ing obligations. But critics still see an all- 
too-convenient connection. 

“A platform that was supposed to be 
up there for a temporary time, with the 
oil company obligated to remove it and 
clean up the seabed once the wells out- 
live their life expectancy, now they say 
its life has been extended and they can 
just leave it in place,” said Grader, the 
fishermen’s association head. “They’re 
basically thumbing their nose at their ob- 
ligations to remove those rigs.” 
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THe Bumpte Bee COLD STORAGE BECOMES “PIER 39" 


To generations of Astoria fishermen, 
the old cannery at the east end of 
Astoria is still “the Bumble Bee cold 
storage”—even though Bumble Bee 
suspended operations here back in 
1980. It really became the “cold 


Bumble Bee cold storage, cir. 1950 


storage” in the 1960s when the 
company became a subsidiary of 
Castle & Cook, based in Hawaii. The 
earlier history of the Bumble Bee 
brand mirrors the rise and fall of the 
canning industry on the lower 
Columbia. It was back in the 1940s 
that the Columbia River Packers 
Association (CRPA) developed 
Bumble Bee into one of the 
best-known seafood brands. In 1956 
the CRPA merged with Hawaiian 
Tuna Packers. The years after 1980 
Saw a succession of owners try to 
turn a profit—including Astoria 
Seafoods and Crystal Ocean 
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Seafoods. 

The history of the pier dates back 
much much further than that. 
Construction of the docks and 
buildings actually began back in 
1875, under the direction of 


Pier 39, Astoria 2005 


J.O.Hanthorn, making this—along 
with the Cook Cannery building in 
Clifton still used as a fisherman’s 
warehouse and the decaying Pillar 
Rock Cannery above Altoona on the 
Washington side—as the oldest 
remaining cannery buildings on the 
entire Columbia River. 

By 1897, Hanthorn and six other 
cannery owners had formed the 
Columbia River Packers Association; 
soon ten local canneries were 
amalgamated under the banner of 
the CRPA. This action precipitated 
the fisherman’s strike of 1896 and 
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the formation of the Union 
Fisherman’s Cooperative Packing 
Company in the same year. 

The CRPA soon became the driving 
force in the northwest cannery 
business, and as production became 





more mechanized in the twentieth 
century, the CRPA or “Combine” as 
it was known, became the majority 
owner of all these properties with its 
main office at the foot of Sixth 
Street. The company also acquired 
many properties in Alaska over the 
years and operated many canneries 
there, especially around Bristol Bay. 
After 1900, as the Columbia River 
salmon industry went into a gradual 
decline, until 1920, when the 
discovery of albacore tuna offshore 
revived the canning business in 
Astoria. These local albacore, plus 
imports of larger South Pacific tuna 
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after World War II became the basis 
for a new canning business between 
the salmon seasons. (Unlike salmon, 
they could be held in the cold 
storage and thawed out when they 
were needed for canning.) 


In 2000, the place shut down for 
good. The next group of owners sold 
off most of the machinery and 
actually started dismantling one of 
the buildings. This was too much for 
Floyd Holcom, one of the partners in 
the deal, who was away in Iraq on 
military duty at the time. An Astoria 
resident and civil engineer who has 
many ties to the waterfront, he saw 
a brighter future for the two-acre 
site and in 2002 put up the money to 
save it from demolition. 


The years of neglect meant that 
many rotten pilings had to be 
replaced, floors re-built to support 
construction vehicles, and almost 
two acres of roofing renewed before 
any interior work could begin. Then, 
while the repair and maintenance 
crew continued cleaning up the 
dilapidated east end of the building, 
teams of carpenters, plumbers and 
electricians were busy transforming 
the northwest wing. The second 
floor space that had once held the 
cannery offices and lunch rooms was 
turned into three vacation suites and 
six professional offices all with a 
stunning view across the Columbia 
River to the undeveloped 
Northshore. There’s also a small 
conference room and a business 
center with computers for rent. 


One of the first tenants was Salmon 
for All, and by summer 2004 all the 
office spaces were rented and a 
canvas shop had moved into the 
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Randy Evans and Jerry Westerholm observe the accumulation of old nylon web in 


totes and plastic bags in front of the Fishermen’s Union office at the West End 
Mooring Bassin. Shortly after this picture was taken it was loaded on to a trailer 
provided by Clatsop Distributing Company and later trucked to Skagit Steel and 


Recycle in Burlington, Washington thanks to the help of Jerry Ferguson and his truck. 
We will continue to collect your old nylon web and cut off the lines in the future. 


Drop off your recycleables at the West End Mooring Basin. 
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COLUMBIz 


former boiler room next to Floyd’s 
SCUBA shop, which provides tank 
refills to local divers and the Coast 
Guard. By the end of the year, the 
pipes had been stripped from the 
cold storage rooms on the east end 
of the cannery. Appropriately, the 
rest of the space in what was once 
the glazing room has become net 
storage for local gillnetters. The 
long cedar-paneled spaces were 
soon filled by totes full of gillnets 
and related gear. There’s still more 
spaces to be filled in this cavernous 
building, and Holcom hopes to have 
a coffee shop with a river view 
opposite his office in the near 
future. 

Finally, the cold storage re-opened 
as “Pier 39”—the latest attraction in 
the continuing revival of Astoria’s 
historic waterfront and downtown. 
Having investing a significant 
amount of money and worked seven 
days a week to supervise the 
project, Floyd could have sat back 
at that point and taken a break, but 
it’s clear that building a successful 
business is only part of his goal. His 
vision includes restoring the 
cannery’s connection to the river 
and to working watercraft—not what 
you expect to hear from a typical 
property developer. | asked him why 
he feels so strongly about the place. 
“Somebody has to,” he replied. 
“This is the last working cannery on 
the river.” But it’s not really the 
early history that galvanizes 
Holcom, who also spent time in the 
salmon fishery. “Il have an aunt who 
worked here for Bumble Bee,” he 
Says proudly, “and | get a kick 
whenever an old timer comes in 
here and sees how we are preserving 
the place.” 


Several proposals for retail 
businesses at Pier 39 are under 
consideration, including a coffee 
shop, seafood restaurant and gift 
shop. Future plans include a design 
for a condominium development. 
The old cold storage rooms on the 
east end of the cannery have been 
converted into storage lockers 
where many local gillnetters are 
storing their nets and gear. 

Last summer he teamed up with 
Salmon for All director Oliver 
Waldman to revive another local 





tradition—the gillnetter races at the 
annual Astoria Regatta celebration. 
Until the 1980s, this was an 
opportunity for all the skippers on 
the river to get together and earn 
bragging rights. Fifteen boats turned 
out and thundered up and down a 
3-mile course along the city’s 
waterfront and rafted up at the 
cannery afterwards for a barbecue. 


This summer, they will find the 
first display of the planned fisheries 
historical center in place. Ralph 
Pietsch, a long-time fishermen who 
also runs a pile-bucking service, is 
the owner of a 29’ Astoria-built 
wooden gillnetter that he picked up 
in Bristol Bay in 1971. “They were 
preparing to burn all the wooden 
boats (for liability reasons), so | 
picked out the best one and shipped 
it home,” he explained. He sailed 
the boat on the Columbia until the 
late 90s, when the BB 47 starting 
showing its age. He needed 
somewhere out of the weather to 
store the boat, and it’s now found a 
resting place on display beside the 
main entrance. It’s a fitting 
monument to this last remnant of a 
fishing empire that made Astoria the 
Salmon Capital of the World. 

The large vessel permanently 
moored on the shore side of the 
cannery is LCI 713. (Landing Craft 
Infantry 713). owned by the 
“Amphibious Forces Memorial 
Museum.” The ship fought in the 
Pacific in 1945, carrying 200 soldiers 
and deploying them on shore through 
the doors in the bow. It sat derelict 
in the Columbia Gorge for many 
years before the restoration began. 
The group plans to create a small 
museum on shore to document the 
life of the ship and the part played 
by landing craft in war. 


*SAVE THE DATE* 

Pier 39 - Astoria is hosting the first 
ever annual Hanthorn Cannery 
Worker’s Reunion on August 13th, 
2005. All former cold storage and 
cannery workers are invited. Bring 
your family to make new connections 
and reminisce with former 
co-workers. Additional information 
will be posted as we near the event. 


RSVP (503) 325-2502 








Old receiving station still on pilings, Tongue Point is in the background, cir. 1971 
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REMEMBERIN 


By Bill Gunderson 


Editor’s note: this is the third and 
last installment about “Northshore” 
and about the Gunderson family. Bill 
Gunderson tells the story as he lived it 
and as he remembers being told by his 
father and grandfather. Bill is part of 
a historic five generation gillnetting 
family which is made up of his 
grandfather, father, himself, his son 
and two daughters... 


Remembrances of the August Season 
and of Special People 


| was about | | years old when Dad 
agreed to let me fish with him. | had 
helped mend small net breaks, racked 
and put the net back into the boat and 
| did a pretty good job of tying and 
untying the boat to and from moorings 
with just the right amount of slack. 
But, a good boat puller knows that 
there is a lot more to the work that 
just being proficient at a few basic 
skills. These tasks were land bound 
and, in the worst way, | wanted to be 
a real fisherman and be on the River. 

My first job was steering the boat 
while Dad laid and picked up the net, 
a task that required being one with 
Dad, the net, current and boat. No 
daydreaming was allowed. Even after 
seventy years of practice, it remains a 
learning experience. 

Keeping the water and kerosene 
jugs full was another responsibility 
and, of course, working the hand 
pump in the fish locker and keeping 
the pump clear and clean after every 
drift. 

| also recall that, try as | could to 
stay awake, | usually quickly fell 
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asleep after the first drift of the 
evening on the bunk along side of the 
seven horse power Hicks One Lunger. 
The rhythm of that “pa-chunk,” 
“pa-chunk,” “pa-chunk” 
was a real lullaby. 
Somehow, | always 
awoke as the boat 
bumped the pilings along 
the receiving dock in the 
morning. |’d come out of 
the cabin acting as if I’d 
been up fishing all night 
long. 

Finally, one 
memorable morning with 
the River a flat calm just 
after low water, my Dad 
said, “Do you want to try 
picking up the net?” 
Then, his words of 
advice were “Remember, 
no haystacks... Pile the 
net out evenly, not Just in the 
middle.” | then, proceeded to do 
exactly what he had warned me 
against. | gathered in the net, piling it 
into one enormous mound, a 
“haystack” of monstrous proportions. 
My creation promptly collapsed. 
Apparently, | still had a lot to learn. 

Together Dad and | slowly re-piled, 
and | began, again, to pick the net, 
this time with greater understanding. | 
can still recall how | felt pulling in and 
coiling the buoy line at the end of the 
net, setting the buoy ceremoniously on 
the level pile of web. That ending was 
also a beginning for me. 

My fishing experiences and expertise 
grew by leaps and bounds each 
summer when the family relocated 
from our home in Astoria to Northshore 
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Bill Gunderson Sr. and Bill 
Gunderson Jr. in the 
Bunkhouse, 1967. 








where we spent most every August 
into early September. We had the 
benefit of being able to stay in the 
home of my paternal grandparents, 
which was only a few 
hundred yards from 
Northshore Station, 
formerly the Northshore 
Cannery. 

: The Northshore 

“< Cannery had not 
functioned as a fish 
processing facility since 
| sometime before | was 
born. Its main function 
beginning in the 1930’s, 
if not earlier, was 

as a receiving station for 
fishermen to deliver 
their salmon. It was a 
place where they could 
moor their boats, and 
also provided 
bunkhouses that served as “second 
homes” for the fishermen and their 
“families. 

Some of the families | recall living at 
Northshore Station during the summer 
months, especially during August 
season, included the Demases, Vince, 
Dolly, Clarence, Marie and Jack; the 
Begleries, Leon and Grace, and their 
son, Nick. Later, Nick brought his own 
family to Northshore Station; the 
Andrew Marincovich’s, Andrew, Katie, 
Jack and Anna Marie; the Marko 
Gizdavich’s; Louis Regas; Nicky 
Rusinovich and his parents; the 
Radich’s, Marko and Luka; Louie 
Gaurdiotte, a single man who lived in 
Northshore year round (the “Mayor of 
Northshore,” we called him); Pete 
Anthony and his family; and, there 
were a number of other regulars, 
many of whom came to the US from 
Greece who pulled boat during August 
season and then disappeared. 

The receiving station was a 24/7 
operation during fishing season, the 
hub for work and family life. Boats 
were tied together in a line waiting to 
deliver their salmon. Others were 
fueling up. Fishermen not already in 
their boats were making preparations 
and working on their equipment. The 
women seemed to be forever cooking. 
They also served as the keepers of the 
quiet, making sure that sleeping 
husbands and sons were not disturbed. 








| still have vivid memories of the 
women pushing huge hand trucks, 
nearly twice their size, which were 
loaded with ice to be used to preserve 
their family’s food supply 

The only electricity at the Station 
was on the receiving dock, created by 
a generator. The water supply for the 
facility and for use by its occupants 
came from a large wood tank located 
in the forested hills above the Station. 
The source was a mountain creek 
located high enough that gravity 
created all of the water flow required 
to meet the needs of the Station and 
those who resided there. The 
diameter of the pipe was a full eight 
inches, from which spouted a huge, 
icy cold stream of 
water. It was one of 
the most delicious 
tastes | have ever 
experienced. Once ina 
while, a friendly trout 
found his way from the ggg 
top of the hill to 
dockside. What a ride 
that must have been! 

Twice daily, a 
cannery launch picked 
up the salmon 
delivered to the 
Station and 
transported it to 
CRPA’s Elmore Cannery 
in Astoria for 
processing. The launch 
brought ice to 
Northshore on its return and left 
loaded with more salmon. When there 
were extra large catches, Roy Aspen 
or Edo Elliot brought the large fish 
scow, the Golden Age, to take care of 
the extra tons of salmon harvested 
during late August and in the early 
fall. 

The salmon were handled with the 
greatest and gentlest of care and 
dignity. | truly believe that all of 
those men and women | knew who 
were involved in the industry really 
loved what they did and demonstrated 
respect for each other, for the 
environment and the fishery. 

The only communication with the 
outside world was by way of a battery 
operated telephone hung on the 
Station wall, which called up a single 
operator in Chinook, whose name was 
Mabel. You would pick up the phone, 
crank the handle a few times and a 
very pleasant voice on the other end 
would say, “This is Mabel in Chinook.” 


What a sweet sound that was. | don’t 
think the work was 24/7 for Mabel, 
however. 

If the phone at the Station rang 
three times, it was someone calling 
Northshore. Usually, the person who 
picked up the line was Frank Phelger. 

Frank Phelger was the Station 
Manager at Northshore. Long before | 
was born and until the early 1950’s 
when he retired, Frank kept the 
Station in absolutely perfect 
condition, almost by himself Frank 
was a man of great integrity, which 
was so important for fishermen. There 
was never a question or concern about 
Frank’s honesty. There was never a 
concern that he was underweighing 






Remains of the old Northshore Kinney cannery Bunkhouse. The net 
racks and receiving building are still there, the rest is gone by 1961. 


the catch or undervaluing the people 
with whom he worked and kept 
company. He was also an 
accomplished fisherman himself, 
someone who was universally regarded 
as a master of his craft. 

It is said that the greatest gift a 
teacher can offer is the sharing of his 
or her own skills. Frank Phelger shared 
his considerable talents and skills with 
many young men over half a century. 
My Dad pulled boat for Frank as a very 
young man, as did | at age 14. Others | 
recall who worked for Frank included 
Nick Begleries, John Kustura, Gary 
Marincovich and Jon Norgaard, just to 
name a few. 

| fished with Frank during the fall 
Chinook seasons in August and 
September in the beginning of my 
teen years. We began at the end of 
July and fished until the 25th of 
August. Then, we began again on the 
10th of September. | could fish only 


one week in September, as | had to 
return to school at that time. By then, 
the salmon were caught or had moved 
upriver with the fall rains. The August 
people of Northshore had for the most 
part also returned to their homes 
upriver and were fishing on their 
home grounds, using diver nets, which 
were better suited to the mostly ebb 
tides. 

When you were a boat puller for a 
gillnet fisherman, you were part of a 
two person team, the skipper and the 
puller. When you fished with Frank, 
you often had to fish his boat and gear 
alone, because he was called to work 
at the Station and those 
responsibilities held his first priority. 
On the evening drifts on 
low or high water slack 
tides, Frank was a 
fisherman and | was his 
crew. We fished together. 
At the end of our drift, we 
would head back to 
Northshore, deliver our 
catch and Frank would 
then spend the remainder 
of the night, the next 
.. morning and the rest of the 
~_ following day working at 
the Station. Alone, | would 
head off into the dark 
night for an ebb drift in 
Slab Kelly. It was a special 
drift known by very few. | 
would fish until daylight. 

Recalling that now, | 
think | must have been “like totally 
naive” to go charging off into the dark 
night and river alone, to do something 
| really didn’t know a lot about. | 
guess the fact that there were a lot of 
boats who would extend assistance if 
necessary helped and | also didn’t 
stray too far from my Dad’s bright 
boat lights. 

| learned a lot about fishing during 
the two years that | pulled boat for 
Frank and fished his gear. | was 
constantly trying to be as 
accomplished in some skill as one of 
Frank’s former pullers. He would 
comment, “No one could lay a net out 
as good as your father.” Even now, | 
smile thinking of that. “No one could 
clear fish as fast as Johnny Kustura.” 
*...tie up faster than...” “...doa 
better job cleaning up the boat 
than...” "... pull the net into the 
bluestone tank faster than...” “...rack 
a net quicker than...” “...make a 
nicer net pile than...” “...be able to 
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feel a fish a long way off while picking 
up than...” And so on and so on and so 
on... 


Frank invented the “atta boy.” 

My only hope was to equal or best 
each invisible, former competitor. My 
secret, personal goal was to catch 
more fish than any other former 
partner and that I, too, would join 
those immortal ranks. “No one has 
ever caught more fish than Billy 
Gunderson.” 

| think | accomplished this by 
playing chicken with the trap pilings 
along the North side on the day 
floods, with Frank’s nets. | also 
believe | achieved my private goal 
with many thanks to my Dad’s 
generous sharing of drift timings and 
other well-learned and well-kept 
secrets, passed down from his Dad to 
him and from him to me. 

Writing this series of reminiscences 
of Northshore has brought back a flood 
of wonderful memories for me. It 
would be my hope that others who 
have memories of Northshore 
themselves might be inspired to share 
their personal experiences and 
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perspectives too. 


EPILOGUE 

One gets a special view of Astoria 
from the North side of the Columbia 
River. This was and remains especially 
true at night. My grandfather would 
look out the window of his huge 
kitchen and comment on the night 
lights of Astoria, saying “There’ll be a 
bridge across the River soon.” His 
oftspoken words were on my mind the 
day after the August season when the 
Astonia-Megler Bridge opened for 
traffic for the first time. 

On that day, my Dad and | drove to 
Northshore across the Bridge onto the 
new highway, which now ran from 
Megler to Knappton. We parked along 
the roadside at Northshore and then 
climbed an embankment cut out of 
the hillside for the new highway and 
sat down in the sunshine, reflecting on 
the changes we were witness to in the 
“now” of Northshore. 

Before us stood what was left of 
Northshore Station. The small bridge 
that connected the docks and 
buildings to the land had been cut 
down and by then, the Station had 


been abandoned by Bumble Bee for a 
number of years. Even still, the 
bunkhouse, receiving station, docks 
and warehouse that sat empty seemed 
ready to carry on at a moment’s 
notice, as if, unaffected by the 
changes that had occurred, it would 
never lose its sense of place. 

It was a fine time to share special 
memories with my Dad and fishing 
partner. A quiet ending, to be sure, 
but one that reminded us of the joy 
that was experienced by generations 
of fishermen and their families in that 
part of the world known as Northshore 
Station. We said our good-byes to an 
old companion and then, to those who 
still fished, but had found new 
moorings elsewhere, we offered our 
heartfelt best wishes. May their nets 
always be filled. 

To those remarkable fishermen who 
are no longer with us and also to 
future generations of gillnetters, there 
ought to be plenty of good runs in the 
Milky Way. And just as surely, there 
must be a Northshore Station awaiting 
their arrival. 
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CEDC Update 






GILENELTLIER 


County Honors 
CEDC Staff Members 


“It sure doesn’t seem like fifteen 
years,” said Rod Litton as he accept- 
ed his gift for fifteen years of service 
as the staff biologist for CEDC. Litton 
and Chris Ketcham were both hon- 
ored by the Clatsop county director 
of community development, Kathy 
Sellman. Both have been with the 
fisheries project from the beginning 
of their employment with Clatsop 
County. Chris, a biological aide and 
Litton had previous aquaculture ex- 
perience at Anadromous Incorporat- 
ed, a private salmon ranching/ 
farming company in southern Ore- 
gon. Chris served in the US Navy 
prior to entering the world of fish, 
while Litton obtained his degree in 
fisheries at Oregon State University. 


Sellman recited some of the accom- 
plishments of each employee, then 
presented them with gifts commemo- 
rating the event. Both were honored 
for their strong commitment to the 
project and their work ethic. Asked 
to comment as well was Tod Jones, 
project manager for CEDC, who ex- 
pressed his appreciation for Chris’ in- 
novative attitude and creative ideas 
for improving the project. Litton was 
praised for his willingness to adapt to 
new assignments as the project 
evolves from one phase to another. 
While Rod is responsible for water 
quality, fish health and other biologi- 
cal activities, Chris often is assigned 
special projects that improve the 
physical activities and fish culture of 
the project. 


CEDC staff consists of three biologi- 
cal aides, one staff biologist, a field 
supervisor and a staff assistant to the 
project manager. This crew is re- 
sponsible for rearing and releasing 
close to five million salmon smolts 
each year, covering three select area 
net-pen sites and a modest hatchery 
on the South Fork Klaskanine river 
where they grow out 650,000 spring 
chinook and 50,000 fall chinook 
smolts each year. 
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Select Area Fisheries Face Financial Challenges 


The Select Area Fisheries Evaluation 
(SAFE) program, funded for the past 
eleven years by Bonneville Power Ad- 
ministration (BPA) and operated by 
Clatsop County Economic 
Development Council (CEDC), is ex- 
periencing more difficulties due to 
increasing operating costs while 
funding remains flat. The three 
sources of funding for CEDC include 
BPA, Oregon Department of Fish & 
Wildlife (ODFW) and revenue from a 
voluntary assessment by gillnet fish- 
ers and local processors. BPA has al- 
ready established that no funding 
increase for the project will be avail- 
able from them and they expect the 
states of Washington and Oregon, 
and Clatsop County to make neces- 
sary prioritizations for the available 
funds. Oregon’s governor Ted Kulon- 
goski recommended zero funding for 
the project in his proposed budget 
for the 2005/07 biennium. At this 
point it appears the legislature has 
re-instated the funds at approxi- 
mately the same level as the last bi- 
ennium, even though operating 
expenses have continued to in- 
crease. We have the good offices of 
Jim and Matt Markee, lobbyists for 
Salmon For All, to thank for single- 
handedly reversing the direction of 
the state budget to eliminate fund- 
ing for CEDC. In addition, the Oregon 
Restoration & Enhancement Board 
(R&E) has decided to fund the pro- 
ject for one year rather than for the 
two-year biennium as in the past. 
This decision was based on their phi- 
losophy that the use of R&E funds 
should be used for startups, and 
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CEDC has been receiving funds now 
for over a decade. Also, anticipated 
restrictions on ocean troll fisheries 
off Oregon will likely result in a con- 
siderable reduction in available 
funds for FY 2007, therefore commit- 
ting to two years of funding would 
not be prudent. Adding insult to in- 
jury, the dramatic reduction in 
spring chinook harvest this year will 
impact the amount of voluntary as- 
sessment dollars returned to the pro- 
ject. No amount of diplomacy or 
statesmanship can overcome poor 
fish survival. 


The immediate future of the pro- 
ject will be affected, but exactly in 
what manner is yet to be deter- 
mined. The possibility of other 
sources of revenue and the potential 
for cost savings in the BPA SAFE pro- 
gram could go a long way in main- 
taining the program. If these efforts 
are successful, no reductions in pro- 
duction will be necessary. Staff re- 
ductions are always painful, and in 
the case of renewable resource pro- 
grams, cuts in production are ulti- 
mately not a viable solution since 
production decreases lead to further 
funding cuts. The time is ripe for not 
only holding our own but for making 
an aggressive move to increase se- 
lect area smolt production. 


FY 2006 will see a further de- 
crease in coho harvest in the select 
areas reflecting the decision of US 
Fish & Wildlife Service to move one 
million smolts from CEDC upriver to 
new tribal facilities. At the same 
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CEDC Lip 
time Youngs Bay should see a signifi- 
cant increase in spring chinook har- 
vest with the first four-year old 
springers returning from our South 
Fork Hatchery releases. 


At this point in time we are faced 
with justifying the project to all our 
funding sources for continued sup- 
port. A completed ten-year feasibili- 
ty study and follow-up responses to 
the Independent Scientific Review 
Panel (ISRP), part of the Northwest 
Power and Conservation Council, 
provides us with the opportunity to 
clearly iterate the needs and desires 
of the community of fishers and the 
regional economic impact they have 
on the harvest of select area fish. 
That process includes answering a 
variety of questions raised by the 
ISRP, including but not limited to, 
the economic benefit of the project 
and defining full production for the 
present sites. 
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Northshore photo 
Identification 


Rhoda Hughes from 
Chinook, whose son Dale 
owns Chinook 

Marine Repair and has an 
ad in this paper, sends 
this semi 

mystery picture with a 
short historical letter. 


Editor: 

| was very interested in 
the article "North Shore" 
from the past two 
editions of the Gillnetter. 
| am sending you this photo taken about 1930 some where along North Shore. | am in 
the little skiff but don't know the others. My dad Lee Timmen had fish traps at Barneys 
Point and delivered his catch at North Shore. 

| read the story about the Bill Gundersons and could relate to it a lot. | used to go up 
to Frank and Bertha Fleagers house on the hill, and have cake and ice cream while my 
dad unloaded his catch at the station. Some of the other trap men that | remember, 
were Fred Reiff, Walter Williams, and Smit Nelson who was my uncle and had traps 
where we used to hike to from Megler. 

We are looking forward to hearing from anyone who might recognize the fishermen 
in the boat or the location of the photograph. 








Rhoda Timmen Hughes 
Chinook Washington 
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When you retire we can make sure you miss the job more than 
you miss the paycheck. 
Social Security has certainly seen better times. And who knows what the future will bring. I 


can show you how to plan for a secure financial future with or without Social Security. 
Call today for details. 


632-A West Marine Drive 
P.O. Box 990 
Astoria, Oregon 
325-7991 or 1-800-234-7991 
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3 varieties of 
Salmon Jerky 


8 varieties of 
Cold Smoked & 
Cured Salmon 


16 varieties of 
Hot Smoked Fish 
& Shellfish 


23 varieties of 
Canned Seafood 


For fast and convenient 
ordering, shop online at our 
webstore www.josephsons.com 


Open Daily 





“The Best in Specialty Seafood” 


Visit our retail store in our 
Historic Smokehouse located 
at 106 Marine Drive in Astoria 
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Gift Shipping 
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Come sample our 
Wine-Maple Smoked Salmon 
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The BA and myeoe Guthrie 


How did the Oklahoma. Dust Bowl 
Loner wind up in the Pacific 
Northwest, writing songs and living in 
Portland, in 1941? What did we have 
here to lure the restless troubadour, 
Woody Guthrie, to the wide open 
rural spaces, from New York and Los 
Angeles? 


We had the Columbia. River, a 
pretty good sized chunk of federal 
money, and of course we had the 
potential New Deal “boondoggle” of 
the time, the Bonneville Power 
Administration with its many 
Hydroelectric Dams on the drawing 
board. Thats what we had and the 
BPA was frantically looking for a way 
to promote the program to the many 
“scoffers” of the day. 


His job, for a 1 month salary of 266 
dollars was to write a song a day 
about the importance of BPA’s plan 
to harness the great free flowing 
river of the west. Bonneville Dam, 
without an original fish ladder 
planned was already operational and 
the greatest one of all, Grand Coulee 
with no ladder at all which wiped out 
all runs of Anadromous fish including 
the huge June Giant Chinook Salmon 
to the upper Columbia, was well on 
the way to completion. 


Guthrie Wrote 26 songs including 
“Roll on Columbia” and “This Land is 
Your Land,” about the river, the 
land, the people, and the project 
itself. | guess you could say that the 
BPA got their moneys worth and 


The BowPicker 


Albacore Fish & Chips 
17th & Duane 
Astoria 





Guthrie gained in noteriety for his 
efforts. 


As we look back on Guthrie’s part 
in promoting the great dam building 
era of the time we find that the 
great Salmon runs in the river were 
a hinderance and were not given 
ample consideration or conservation. 
Today we are suffering the results. 

Even with Congressional 
appointment of the Northwest Power 
Planning Council in 1980, to assure 
equal authority to Salmon 
Restoration and Power Production, 
we have not been able to 
sufficiently turn the downward spiral 
of Endangered Wild Salmon around. 
What Woody Guthrie helped to 
justify with his words and song, in 
1941, we are now having to correct 
by relying on the Court System to 
give Salmon in the Columbia. River 
their Fair Share for future 
generations to see and enjoy. 





Woody Guthrie in 1941 took a 30-day 
contract with the Bonneville Power 
Administration as an “Information 
consultant” with orders to write a 

song a day. He came up with 26. 


Aluminum Fabrication and Boat Building 


fe Chinook Marine Repair, Inc. fe 


Authorized Dealer 
Volvo-Penta, Honda, Mercruiser, Steigercraft Boats, Mercury Outboards - Duroboat 


P. O. Box 61 ¢ Chinook, WA 98614 
Toll Free 1-800-457-9459 


Dale Hughes, owner 
(360) 777-8361 
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We Deliver! Call 325-3571 
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951 Commercial Street, Astoria OR 97103 
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12th Street Dock Foot of 12th Street 
No. 1 12th Street, #114 Over The Water 
Astoria, OR 97103 Ann Estoos Peitsch 
(503) 338-4402 OWNER 
Gifts 
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Six generations of Holm, Smith, Estoos, Takalo, Peitsch and Kahn Families 
fishing on the Columbia River 




















Gillnetting Initiation 


Editors Note: Long time Astoria 
Gillnetter Eldon Korpela tells his true 
story of August Salmon fishing, as a 
boat puller, early in his career on the 
Columbia River. He gives sometimes 
humerous descriptions of several 
dangerous situations that occured 
during that season and how it affected 
his future in commercial fishing. 


For the 1947, August salmon season 
| was hired as a boatpuller for 
twenty-five percent of the catch. 
Unfortunately, the vessel was very 
old, a real junker, and the skipper, 
Herb Erickson, didn’t have much more 
experience than | did. We did catch 
more than our share of salmon, but 
the season was wrought with problems 
due to the age and condition of the 
boat. The engine never did run 
properly, especially on one occasion, 
when we were tied to the cannery 
dock trying to get it started. Finally, 
getting under way, | cast loose the 
stem line, forgetting that the bow was 
also tied to the dock. In our haste to 


_ Law Office of 
_ Michael A. Autio, LLC 


A Professional Limited Liability Company 


_ Post Office Box 389 
_ Astoria, Oregon 97103 


E-mail: mike@autiolaw.com 
URL: http://www.autiolaw.com 


Phone: 503-325-9155 
Toll Free (877) 826-0633 











get along, we tore off about fifteen 
feet of the decking; clear from the 
bowstem to the fishlocker. After 
lifting the decking from the water and 
putting it back as close as possible to 
its original position, Herb navigated 
toward the fishing ground while | 
whacked away with the hammer and 
nails. 


On another occasion we were 
drifting on the lower side of the 
Chinook Jetty during a strong flood 
tide attempting to pick our net, when 
it caught on something under the bow 
of the boat. Whatever caught the net 
could not be pulled free and we 
crashed into the Chinook Jetty. In 
attempting to free ourselves, a good 
portion of the cabin had been torn off 
and jetty spikes ripped two holes into 
the hull. Fortunately, they were above 
the water line. We laid out our 


llwaco 


llwaco, Wash. 360/642-3773 


Doug Ross , Pierre Marchand, Terry Gramson, Gillnet Buyers 





by Eldon Korpela 


remaining net back into the water 
after which | again went to work with 
my hammer and nails. 


Our problems and good catches 
continued until four days remained in 
the August season. We were tied to 
that same cannery dock, attempting 
to start that same stubborn engine. 
Herb was in the cabin bending over 
the engine while | sat in the doorway. 
Wham! | was blown into the water by 
an explosion. | swam to the nearest 
ladder and climbed to the deck. Then 
it hit me, Herb was missing! | jumped 
back into the water and swam over to 
the burning vessel. The heat was 
unbearable, but | attempted to locate 
my missing skipper. | heard him under 
the cannery docks yelling, “I’m O.K.” 
He did need to be hospitalized for his 
burns. 


The burning vessel drifted under the 
cannery dock and in a short time 
would have ignited the dry piling 
under the dock. Fortunately, large 
bluestone tanks filled with water 
were located on the docks. | emptied 
these tanks into the burning vessel 
and observed the flames die down as 
the hull sank in the shallow water. 


Although my season on that 
cursed boat was over, | was hired to 
pull boat for another skipper during 
the last three days of the season. 
That is another story! 


During the fall of 1947, | entered 
the fisheries program at Oregon State 
College. | needed a fishing vessel of 
my own, but lacked the funding for it. 
My father, who really didn’t want me 
to pursue commercial fishing as a 
career, realized that | could have 
been killed the previous season. He 
reluctantly said, “| guess if you are 
going to fish, we’re going to have to 
build you a new boat.” The same fish 
cannery, Union Fisherman’s 
Cooperative Packing company, which 
my grandfather helped to found in 
1896 and who all his sons fished for, 
laid the keel for my own first vessel 
during the fall of 1947. This boat 
served me well for the next 
twenty-three years of fishing season’s 
on the Columbia River. 















Let Us Take Your Hiring Headaches 
We Can Supply Good Help For All Your Staffing Needs 
To All Fishing Families, Happy New Year! 
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Oregon Financial Services Group 


Excellence for over 100 years 
Helping commercial fishermen with important financial decisions: 


Wealth Preservation Investments * Retirement Plans 
Business Planning Tax Reduction Strategies College Funding 
Insurance Strategies Long Term Care Insurance 


Oregon Financial Services Group has offices in Astoria, 
Gearhart, Portland, Medford, Corvallis, Salem, and Bend 


Our local representatives are: 


* Larry Elliott * Dan Arnoth 
Gearhart, OR Va (eee ner ese betr ciwe Astoria, OR 
(503) 717-0505 THF RUF EWiF LOMPOMIFS (503) 325-5139 


*Registered Representatives of and securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc., 
Member SIPC 
1618 SW First Avenue, Suite 201 
Portland, OR 97201 
(503) 221-1211 











From Along the River and Around the Area... 


Fish Labeling at the Market 
A “Cool” Idea 


Is it Wild. or is it Farmed? Does it 
have a Label of Country of Origin? 
Does it contain Colored Dyes to give 
the Flesh its Red Color? Does it con- 
tain other dangerous to humans 
trace Chemicals such as PCB’s? 

These are questions that we 
thought our Federal Gov’t. finally 
had solved by putting into our Im- 
port & Domestic Marketing Laws and 
regulations that control these areas. 
The Fishing Industry has been push- 
ing for years for these protections 
but only recently have we seen any 
enforcement. 

Long overdue, Country Of Origin 
Labeling (COOL), was finally re- 
quired in this country this past 
Spring. Now when we see the “Farm 
Raised” or “Color Dye Added” labels 
on fish displayed in the Marketplace 
we know the truth about it. Or do 
we? The case of the Imported 
Farmed Salmon containing Malachite 
Green, a banned Fungicide that was 
sold in the United States earlier this 
year, is an incident that underscores 
the lack of testing of farmed sea- 
foods now flooding the U.S. market. 
This incident gives us the first evi- 
dence that illegal substances are 
making their way into this country. 
Now again we must wait for proper 
protections as our slow-to-respond 
Food & Drug Administration imple- 
ments testing Programs to screen in- 
coming Salmon. 





G Ticor Title 


Title Insurance 
and Escrow Service 


Established in 1890 


We've got you covered 
at convenient locations 


630 Bond Street, Astoria 
325-2144 or 877-589-9744 


550 Roosevelt, Seaside 
738-8433 or 877-589-9747 











To Dredge or Not to Dredge 
- That is the Question! 


Two “hitches” have appeared in 
the Port of Portland/U.S. Corps of 
Engineers plan to dredge the Colum- 
bla River Ship Channel from the 
mouth of the river to Portland and 
Vancouver, 3 feet deeper from 40 to 
43 feet. One is Legal end the other 
is Financial. The questionable deep- 
ening project, 15 years after it was 
proposed in 1989, is being chal- 
lenged in court by Northwest Envi- 
ronmental Advocates from Portland. 
As of this writing, the case against 
the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NOAA-Fisheries) and the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers is being heard in U.S. 
District Court in Seattle. Several En- 
vironmental groups and Fishery Or- 
ganizations, if not a part of the legal 
proceedings, are a part of the back- 
ground discussions for the past 10 
years or so, leading up to the 
present case. 

The opponents of the deepening 
project claim that it would harm Sal- 
mon, Steelhead and other fish in 
their natural habitat and environ- 
ment as well as more severely alter- 
ing the Columbia River than it 
already is. This, they say, on top of 
what to do with all the additional 
possible chemical-laden dredge 
spoils and the near zero cost/benifit 
ratio, makes the project too much of 
a gamble to proceed with so lets 
make do with what we have now. 
Lets not create a “white elephant.” 
The federal government attempt to 


deepen the ship channel has hit an- 
other “snag” when the lowest bid for 
intial work came in 69 per cent 
above corps estimates. They had 
hoped to save money by including 
the deepening, by 3 feet, with the 
reglar maintenance dredging of the 
first 25 miles of the 103 mile channel 
from the Columbia River Bar up- 
stream. To get under the Federal 
Government requirement of under 
25 per cent overbid the first con- 
tract was reduced to only 13 miles of 
channel. 

At this rate it would drastically 
drag out the completion of the pro- 
ject by several years over the pro- 
jected 2007 completion date. 
Considering the Corps itself has said 
that the more time it takes the more 
it will cost, we can expect the esti- 
mated cost/benefit, based on exact 
scheduling, of $1 spent to $1,71 
cents in returns would be drastically 
reduced to near zero. With further 
appropriation problems most surely 
to surface in future years we can 
wonder what kind of a “bargain” the 
taxpayer is getting with this project. 
It becomes a tax burden to the ma- 
jority and a profit for the select few. 
Shipping Company Fined, $25 Million 
for Waste Dumping 

A Panamanian shipping line plead- 
ed guilty to more than two dozen 
counts of illegal dumping around the 
U.S. and was ordered to pay $25 Mil- 
lion in one of the largest fines ever 
imposed on a company that deliber- 
ately polluted our waters. 

Evergreen International, one of 
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the world’s largest shipping lines, 
concealed the discharges of waste 
oil, obstructed Coast Guard inspec- 
tions, and altered records over a 
three year period concluding in 2001. 
The acts took place in five jurisdic- 
tions: Los Angeles, Seattle, Portland, 
Newark, and Charleston and were 
hailed as a major victory in the fight 
against shipping companies skirting 
the anti-pollution laws. 

With the huge vessels being used 
today, and the even larger ones pro- 
posed for the future, one can realize 
the damage of one dirty bilge release 
somewhere in the Columbia River 
from one of these. Bad enough in the 
wide open spaces of our oceans, but 
in the confines of the Columbia 
River? 


Liquid Natural Gas 
To Be or Not to Be? 


The onslaught of LNG plants pro- 
posed on the Lower Columbia has 
been something to behold. From Cal- 
pine, at the mouth of the Skipanon 
River at Warrenton to LLG at Port 
Westward near Clatskanie, and the 
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sites at Tansey Point, between War- 
renton and Hammond, and finally at 
Bradwood, at the old Lumber Mill 
Site you have an array of locations 
all with access to the deep water riv- 
er channel. This deep water is neces- 
sary for the large ships that would 
bring In the Super Cooled Liquid Gas 
from other areas of the world, where 
it would be off loaded to be stored 
in large tanks, later to be heated, 
transferred into gas, and pumped 
out into the pipeline leading upriver, 
and hooked into the mainline. It is 
mostly about Electric Power Produc- 
tion. Gas fired power plants, across 
the country are the present generat- 
ing plants of choice. 

You can sure that all these compa- 
nies are scrambling to get their site 
and plant licensed and accepted 
first. Obviously all four sites are not 
going to be approved if any at all. 
The proceedure is long and compli- 
cated and will take several years to 
reality. 

There are several roadblocks that 
could appear in the process including 
financial, legal, and certainly not 
the least, local acceptance of the fa- 


cilities. The potential dangers and 
limitations that such a facility would 
create for the area and people 
around it are not being taken lightly. 
The Fishing and Tourist Industries 
are especially concerned about the 
controlled access areas and protec- 
tion zones and of course the livabili- 
ty of the Lower Columbia River Area 
must be considered. 


What Part of No Don’t You 
Understand? 


For the third time in the past 
twelve years Federal Courts have 
thrown out the Federal Governments 
plan for protecting Salmon from the 
upper Columbia and Snake River Hy- 
droelectric Dam system. United 
States District Judge James Redden 
ruled that officials have failed to 
properly weigh the impacts of dams 
on fish in the system according to 
the preceipts of the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. 

It is certainly a victory for all Sal- 
mon loving people of the Pacific 
Northwest but particularly for the 
Tribes, Conservationists, and Colum- 
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bia River Fishermen. It finally marks 
a time from which the Hydropower 
Industries, Farm Irrigators, and 
Barge and Tug operators must give 
more thought to natural movement 
of Wild Salmon both up and down 
the river. The new Word of the Day 
must be Fair Share. 

The realities of endangered spe- 
cies recovery do not neatly conform 
to whatever is most convenient for 
the political operatives who staff the 
upper levels of NOAA Fisheries, BPA, 
Bureau of Reclamation, and the 
Corps of Engineers. Claiming that 
dams are part of the natural geology 
and therefore can do no damage to 
Anadromous Fish runs can no longer 
be valid. 

We must do more to assure adult 
passage of Salmon to their spawning 
beds and the progeny back to the 
vast Pacific Ocean feeding grounds. 
Paying for a Pike Minnow Fishery and 
other predator reduction efforts as 
well as new, more efficient, weirs at 
dam spillways and Ecosystem Resto- 
ration work on the lower river are all 
well and good but not enough. The 
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Hi-Torque Propellers, the 
Captain’s Choice! 


Certified & Authorized factory 
Repair Station 


Propellers & Shafts 
our specialty 


Welding — Machine Shop 


827 NE Harbor Street, 
Warrenton OR 


(503) 861-1483 fax 861-1112 


Now two locations to serve 
you: Warrenton and 
Homer, Alaska! 


41871 Kachemak Dr. 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-3737 


Bonneville Program must provide a 
more natural system including Dam 
Spill to keep water moving down 
stream through the impoundments 
and reservoirs. 


Missing 150 thousand Spring 
Chinook Salmon 


Somewhere in the upper Columbia 
and Snake Rivers and down through 
the many dams and reservoirs 
through the lower river into the vast 
Pacific Ocean and finally back into 
the Columbia up to the fish ladder 
counting station at Bonneville Dam 
we have lost some 150,000 Spring 
Chinook Salmon the past 2 or 3 
years. This is based on Federal and 
State Biologist Predictions of the 
2005 Spring run size. After good 
healthy runs the past couple of years 
the estimation indicated at least a 
modest run this year of 250,000 Chi- 
nooks. As it stands, at this time, the 
final count will be somewhere 
around 95,000. This situation again 
shows what we don’t know about 
fish in their environment and the 
chanciness of predicting run sizes. 
This Salmon shortage has raised a 
good deal of havoc with the spring 
fishery harvests on the Columbia 
with both the Gillnet and Sport catch 
down to only one fourth of the pre- 
season prediction. The recreational 
fleet has recently been allowed back 
on the river so they will recoup a lit- 
tle bit of the loss. The Tribal Fishery 
has been hit hard as well and at one 
time they were not even able to sup- 
ply enough Salmon for their impor- 
tant ceremonial purposes. Lets hope 
this is not a sign of things to come. 
No Shortage of Hungry Sea Lions 





COLUMBIA RIVER 


With the movement of even more 
California Sea Lions into the Colum- 
bia River, than before, and with the 
shortage of first Smelt and then Spring 
Salmon, we had quite a show of bra- 
zen Marine Mammals. They, very 
bravely, not only stole fish out of the 
Gillnetters nets but took Salmon off 
the hooks of Sport Fishermen if they 
were not LANDED quick enough. 

In two types of actions that had 
not been seen before a hand full of 
Sea Lions went right up the fish lad- 
der at Bonneville Dam and others 
were seen eating spiny skinned Stur- 
geon. Rather than see them die off 
from overpopulation caused starva- 
tion or disease we need to do some- 
thing now to create a manageable 
plateau of numbers. To do nothing is 
only enlarging the problem. Feds 
call for Vast Ocean Sea Ranches 
The Bush Administration has pro- 
posed opening the oceans along our 
coastlines to the establishment of of 
giant sea ranches where top dollar 
species of fish would be raised like 
livestock. A bill, the administration 
offered to Congress, allows private 
companies to lease sections of open 
ocean for such farms. 

Fish farming companies could ob- 
tain exclusive leases for parcels of 
ocean for as long as 10 years at a 
time. Leases would be available be- 
yond state waters, from 3 to 200 
miles offshore, an area overseen by 
the Federal Government called the 
Exclusive Economic Zone. 

The idea sends chills through 
coastal fishing communities that 
have already seen imported Salmon 
from smaller farms, tucked along 
coastlines, push their wild catches 
from supermarket shelves. 
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COLUMBIA RIVER GILLNETTE 


MAGIC Dave Densmore is a local 
fisherman both on the 
Columbia River and on the 


















Well some speak of this life as drudgery. 
I've heard it called both hard and cruel. 


And some see their boats as just a means to an end pote saith tals has a 

As nothing but a tool. knack for writing “Fisher 
Poetry” and has participated 

But | see it all in a different light. in the “Astoria Fisher Poetry” 

Why, it’s magic as can be. gatherings. His work has 


I've loved this life with it’s ups and downs, 


re eiwavs been Good te. appeared in other publications, 


including the Alaska Fishermans 


No one will ever convince me Journal. 
That magic doesn't abound. 

Hell, open your eyes and take a look, 

There’s magic all around! 


Ever been on deck on a still foggy morning, 
And watched the fog take on a golden glow? 
Soon there was a sparkling sunny day, 

And you weren't even sure you saw it go. 


Or that magic moment when the seine is slipping off the stern, 
No one around, and all those jumpers 
Have no where else to turn! 


Or how about that drift you made, 

That you just knew was a waste of time, 

Then stood in awe and watched the spray of hits 
All along that old cork line. 


Remember grinding it out on the Tuna grounds, 
A slow day that looked to end real bad. 

When suddenly the jigs started loading up 

For the best day you ever had. 





Ahh, it’s magic, magic | tell you, . Real People with Real Solutions 

Though you may think your instincts strong and true, \) 

Just stop and think of how many times, DSL - BROADBAND - DIAL UP 
pe oucomopiidsce exeayoN Patient and knowledgeable experts, eager to walk you 
Like taking a gamble with a load of pots through your phone or computer problems. 


Some place you've never fished before. 
Evatt autetthcacfor sur North Coast Phone & Computer 
Both you and your crew expected to 3599 Hwy 101 N. . Gearhart : 738- 683 


Siacken shi stckem once again. “e Certified Technicians « Commercial « Residential 
But surprise, surprise, they keep coming up, Large Showroom 


Stuffed full clear to the brim! 
or dropping a long line across unfished grounds, 
Fearing Dog shark, hang ups or sand fleas. 


But “they're hanging like grapes”, and the grinning crew FPISHHAWK 


Are in fish clear up to their knees. 


| remember dragging, fishing untried grounds FISHERIES, Inc. 


Half expecting the net to come back in shreds. 





But before the doors even broke the surface, Salmon for All Member 
That full net blew instead. 
aa PROCESSOR OF FRESH & FROZEN SALMON 
Oh, there’s so much magic in this life, 
If you give it more then just a glance. ASTORIA 
And we are really wizards all, #1 Fourth Street 


If willing to take the chance. 503 325-5252 
FAX 325-8786 





Dave Densmore 
Sept 15, 03 











More Dam controversy 


decisions. 


“All western biologists with whom | 
have spoken agree that this plan, if 
followed, will spell the doom of 
salmon and steelhead migration up 
the Snake.” said the Chief of 
fisheries for the Oregon Fish 
Commission, in 1946, warning about 
what the four Snake River dams 
would do. 


Judge Redden tossed out as “legally 
flawed” the administration’s 2004 
biological opinion for the Columbia 
and Snake. He declared that it 
“ignored the reality of past, present 
and future effects” of dams on 12 
species of endangered fish. Before 
the dams were built, these rivers 
were conduits for the world’s premier 
salmon run. “As currently operated, | 
find that the dams strongly contribute 
to the endangerment of the listed 
species and irreparable injury will 
result if changes are not made,” 
Redden wrote. 


The sincerity of the administration’s 
policy is also being questioned by 
some NOAA scientists according to a 
survey of agency employees released 
by the Union of Concerned Scientists 
and Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility. It found 
that about two-thirds of those 
surveyed did not believe the agency, 
responsible for protecting endangered 
fish and their habitat, was effectively 
doing its job. More than half of 
respondents said they knew of cases 
in which “commercial interests” or 
senior administration officials have 
“inappropriately” influenced agency 


Judge Redden supported a request 
from the National Wildlife Federation 
and other salmon advocates, ordering 
that water be spilled over Little 
Goose Dam and other dams in the 
lower Snake. The spill started June 
20. Spilling water over dams keeps 
migrating juvenile fish in the river 
while keeping them out of turbines 
that often kill them. Through the end 
of August, Little Goose dam will spill 
water that would be worth $267,288 a 
day if it had been fed into turbines to 
generate electricity. 


According to the Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA), which sells 
power from federal dams in the 
Northwest and, of course, opposes 
the spill, the total cost for the spill 
ordered by Redden will come to about 
$67 million. For the average 
electricity customer whose utility 
buys all its power from BPA, the cost 
will be relatively low, about 87 cents. 


The spill order appears to have 
angered the Bush administration. The 
Justice Department failed to persuade 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th 
Circuit in San Francisco to issue an 
emergency motion to stop the spill. 
That court also ruled against the 
administration on another salmon 
dispute, upholding a Seattle federal 
court decision that found that the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
violated the Endangered Species Act 
by failing to protect salmon from 





AD 
ay 


BANK OF 
ASTORIA 


Member FDIC 





The Community Bank That 
Makes Things Happen! 


¢ ASTORIA e 
¢ WARRENTON e 
¢ SEASIDE e 
¢ CANNON BEACH e 
¢ MANZANITA e 


Full Service Banking 

















harmful pesticides. 


Fred Disheroon, special litigation 
council for the Justice Department on 
the salmon issue said “A federal 
judge just isn’t in a position to step 
in and decide how to operate the 
system, the judge is ordering 
something that is untested and, in 
our view, puts the fish at greater 
risk... If the government does not win 
its appeal, it might invoke a rarely 
used provision of the Endangered 
Species Act, which would convene a 
Cabinet-level committee informally 
called the “God Squad.” ... the 
committee could decide that 
economic concerns justify the 
extinction of endangered fish.” 


Lawyers for the environmental groups 
that sued the government argue that 
it is absurd for the Bush 
administration to argue that keeping 
salmon in the river is an untested and 
risky plan. “The science is clear. If 
we want to bring the salmon back, 
we have to be willing to make the 
hydrosystem work more like a natural 
river,” said Todd True, a staff 
attorney for Earthjustice. “The 
Bonneville Power Administration 
thinks it owns the river, and they 
don’t want to give it up — not one 
drop.” 


At the top of the Bush administration, 
the signal is clear: President Bush has 
himself pledged that dams such as 
Little Goose will never be removed. 


ASTORIA 
BUSINESS 
EQUIPMENT Co. 
& Columbia 
Chocolates 


“Serving the Columbia 
North Coast Area” 


1332 Commercial St. 
Astoria 503/325-9750 


FAX 325-2975 





TAKE 'N' BAKE PIZZA 


889 Marine Drive 


in Astoria 


325-4063 


Phone ahead — We'll have it ready! 


Yhamokawa Pete's 








Walkway to an Astoria cannery circa 1940 
Tongue Point in the background 


* Another cannery that has 
. = long ceased canning, 
5 —— _ Photo taken in the 1940’s 


East End Mooring basin, 
Astoria. Bowpicker 
“Shoofly” in the center, 
ocean trawler “Cold 
Stream” to left (owned 
by Dave Densmore) and 
sea lions basking in the 
sun in the foreground 










THE LOGGER 
RESTAURANT 


Hwy. 30 & Knappa Road 
High Climber Cocktail Lounge 









Orders to Go 503-458-6886 






Non-Smoking Restaurant 
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
Lottery Service Center 


"Duck Inn’ 


Retauant GS Lounge 


Sox sling Leaks ~ Fresh Seafood hel RESTAURANT 
Me Open at 7 am everyday 


In downtown Skamokawa, Wash. 360/795-3655 ME GNA RES 
503-728-2626 
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A W. G db Mr. Parker was a member of St. Mary, Louis P. Sullivan 
ave 00 JE Star of the Sea Catholic Church Longshoreman, 67 
in Astoria. He was a come fisher- Louis P. Sullivan, 67, of Svensen, died 
man and the last founding whaler. Thursday, April 7, 2005, in 
Mr. Parker is survived by seven daugh- Svensen. 


Mr. Sullivan was born Jan. 1, 1938, to 


-in-law, Cath : é 
ters and four sons-in-law ¥ Max Robert and Mae Sophia Keippela Sul- 


Grimes of Astoria, Susan and Jim Hutch- livan in Detroit, Mich. He was raised in 
ens of Astoria, Cindy Fornas of Michigan until moving to Oregon in 1947 
Astoria, Debbie and Bob Westfall of As- at age 9. He then attended Knappa 


Grade School and Knappa High School. 


toria, Beth and Bill Rowland of Mr. Sullivan lived in Brownsmead for 


* 7 # Ey 4 Astoria, Lynn Anderson of Astoria, Shana many years. He worked in sawmills and 
| d Mike Davis of Hammond; two sons as a commercial fisherman, then became 
Eben Pratt Parker vit , 
C ‘al fish 32 and one daughter-in-law, Burton Parker a longshoreman and worked for 32 years 
ommercial fisherman, at! in Astoria, retiring in 2000. 
and Rocelle Danielovich of Seattle and His hobbies included fishing and duck 
Eben Pratt Parker Jr., 82, of Astoria, Sean Parker of Astoria; a sister, Rose- hunting. 
sepa pol ea mary Ann “Nellie” Parker of Portland; a eee tere iy ee ey ae ie 
; i i i mo ral 
Mr Parker was born Sept. 23, 1922, to brother-in-law, Henry John SIR RG CHL ene us Bee 
Charles H. and Bessie Seydell Parker in Anderson of Longview, Wash.; two sis- grandchildren, Dustin Tyler Sullivan, Tre- 
ar eee we os he cee A ters-in-law, Francine Parker of Astoria vor Louis Sullivan and Lynne Sullivan. 
Astoria and was part of the state champi- _—_ and Vivian Bim Parker of Eugene; 23 ; 
© f . : x: : . Z 
on basketball team All Stars for grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; Sigfred C. ‘Fred’ Jensen 
Astoria High School in 1941 and 1942. and many nieces and nephews : a 
He married Nancy Hughes in Astoria in . i j Electronics Technician, 87 
1950. She preceded him in death In addition to his wife, he was preced- 
Jan. 25, 1993. ed in death by a son, Eben Steven Park- _ Sigfired C. “Fred” Jensen, 87, of Astor- 
ia died Thursday, May 26,2005, 
at in Astoria. 
Mr. Jensen was born in Camas, Wash., 
April 21, 1918 to Sigfred Jensen 
WG Offer More Than A and Rachel (Chandler) Jensen. They lived 
in Woodland, Wash., and Vancouver, 
Funeral Home And Crematory Wash., before moving to Astoria in 1931. 


Mr. Jensen graduated from Astoria 
(3 e 39 High School in 1935. He enlisted in the 
We offer peace O71 min U.S. Army Air Corps in 1936, and 
served as a radioman. 
aire He married his high school sweetheaM 
Juanita R. Rogers, in Longview, 
Wash., Sept. 3, 1939. She died in 2003. 


The Jensens lived in Astoria, where 
Mr. Jensen worked for Safeway as 


Call us about 

produce manager, and for Dalgren, 

McC i i - 
Our Dre-arranged. | Meters en tee 


nace work. In 1943, he enlisted in the 
' U.S. Navy, where he trained to work 
4 nelfer P (lc ARES with radar technology in San Francisco. 
He returned to his family at the war’s 
end. 


Mr. Jensen joined Radio Service Co. in 


hn 


Renee Caldwell Astoria, where he worked for 





Licensed Funeral Director more than 20 years, repairing radios, tel- 
evisions and marine and 


communications electronics. He was ac- 


CALDWELL’S LUCE-LAYTON MORTUARY tive as a member of the Amateur Radio 
1165 Franklin Ave. Astoria © (503) 325-1811 Relay League (W7HLJ) and joined Sea- 
port Masonic Lodge in 1947. 
CALDWELL’S FUNERAL & In 1950, the family moved to Olney, 
< CREMATION ARRANGEMENTS CENTER where Mr Jensen was involved in 
rerriesrarrrd =| 13. N. Holladay « Seaside ¢ (503) 738-9936 Boy Scouting, served on the Olney School 


Board and helped establish the 








Olney-Walluski Water District. After 10 
years, they moved back to Astoria. In 
1968, the Jensens founded their own 
electronics business, Jensen 
Communications Inc., providing technical 
assistance for public service and 
industrial communications on the North 
Coast, as well as marine electronics 
equipment and services that supported 
much of the West Coast fishing fleet. 

In 1975, the Jensens moved to Smith 
Lake in Warrenton. They retired 
from business in 1980. Mr. Jensen fre- 
quently played golf at Gearhart and 
later was a member at Astoria Golf & 
Country Club. Family members said he 
loved woodworking and made furniture, 
boat models and violins. In January 
2003, the Jensens moved to Neawanna-by- 
the-Sea in Seaside. Mr. Jensen recently 
moved to Clatsop Care Center in Astoria. 

Surviving are a sister and brotherin- 
law, Mary Ann and Don Hall of 
Lynnwood, Wash.; two sons and daugh- 
ters-in-law, Michael and Eldora Jensen of 
Hallsville, Mo., and Patrick and Janet 
Jensen of Astoria; two grandsons, 
Matthew Jensen of Portage, Mich., and 
John Berkbuegler of Hallsville; three 
granddaughters, Melissa Partridge of Elko 
Nev., Sarah Jensen of Valdez, 
Alaska and Rachel Reynolds of Warren- 
ton; and 10 greatgrandchildren. 


David Alan West 


Fisherman, 59 


David Alan West, of Astoria, died Mon- 
day, May 30,2005, in Astoria. 

Mr. West was born March 8,1946 in As- 
toria to Ronald Lewis West and Ruth (Os- 
mus) West Lager. His mother survives. 
His father died earlier. 

Mr. West graduated from Astoria High 
School in 1964. He was recognized as an 
outstanding athlete throughout high 
school and had the honor of being select- 
ed to play in the Shriner’s All-Star foot- 
ball game. 

He attended Willamette University on 
an athletic scholarship. In 1968, he moved 
to the Portland area and worked for the 
Caffal Brothers on a tug boat. Later, he 
fished in Alaska with his cousin. In 1999, 
he moved back to Clatsop County, and in 
2004, he was inducted into the Astoria 
High School Hall of Fame. 

In addition to his mother, Mr. West is 
survived by one daughter & son-inlaw, 
Yvonne and Kevin Landwehr of Astoria; 
one son, David West of Shoreline, Wash.; 
two sisters and brothers-in-law, Carolyn 
“Suzy” and Robert Obermire of Corvallis 
and Teresa and Kerry Hoyer of Astoria; 
three grandchildren, Brendan, Taylor and 
Madison Landwehr, all of Astoria; eight 


nieces and nephews; and numerous 
aunts, uncles and cousins. 

In addition to his father, Mr. West was 
preceded in death by his his stepfather, 
Elmer Lager, and two brothers, Ronald 
and John West. 


Melvin Matthew ‘Mel’ Leback 


Businessman, 95 


Melvin M. “Mel” Leback, 95, of Chi- 
nook, Wash., died Thursday, Jan. 
27, 2005, in Long Beach, Wash. 

Born Nov. 18, 1909 in Chinook, Mr. Le- 
back was the youngest child born 
to Leander and Minnie Ford Leback. His 
father was a Finnish immigrant, and 
his mother was a descendant of a pio- 
neer Chinook family. 

As a young man, Mr. Leback helped his 
father tend fish traps on the Columbia 
River and horse seine on Sand Island. He 
graduated from Ilwaco High 
School in 1928. = 

Mr. Leback met Lucille Snyder at one 
of his birthday parties, and they married 
Oct. 7, 1934. She preceded him in death 
in 2002. ; 

After attending business college in 
Seattle, Mr. Leback returned to 
Chinook and worked at Chinook Packing 
Company. He became superintendent, 
then company president, retiring in 1978. 

Mr. Leback supported Sea Resources in 
Chinook and was a member of the 
Chinook School Board and the Chinook 
Progressive Club. He was a longtime 
member of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Chinook. 

Mr. Leback is survived by two daughters, 
Loma Billups of Chinook and Jeane Leback of 
Vancouver, Wash.; four grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren. 

In addition to his wife, Mr. Leback was 
preceded in death by a son, 

Melvin “Bill” Leback; a sister and two 
brothers. 





Mary Lou Haggren 


Volunteer, 77 


Mary Lou Haggren, 77, of Astoria, died 
Friday, April 1, 2005, in Seaside. 
Mrs. Haggren was born May 12, 1927, 


to James and Anna Bakkensen in Seaside. 
“She married Herman Haggren December 
17, 1949. He preceded her in death. 

She and her husband raised their fami- 
ly in Astoria. She enjoyed traveling and 
spending time with family and friends in 
various activities. 

Mrs. Haggren was a member of the 
United Methodist Church, as well as 
a member of Kappa Master Chapter of 
Beta Sigma Phi and the former Anchor 
Club. She was a founding member of the 
Astoria Scandinavian Festival and 
Scandinavian Folk Dancers, past presi- 
dent of the Columbia River Maritime 
Museum and member of the Sons of Nor- 
way, Daughters of Norway and the Astor- 
ia Golf and Country Club. She enjoyed 
volunteering for various committees 
throughout the years. 

Mrs. Haggren is survived by a son and 
daughter-in-law, Mike and Bobbie Hag- 
gren of Lynden, Wash.; a daughter and 
son-in-law, Cyndi Haggren Cahill and 
Chip Cahill of Bellevue, Wash; four 
granddaughters, Sarah Haggren of Santa 
Barbara, Calif.; and Hailey Cahill, Carly 
Cahill and Alli Cahill, all of Bellevue; two 
grandsons, Byron Haggren and Matt Hag- 
gren, both of Bellingham, Wash. two 
brothers and a sister-in-law. James Bak- 
kensen of Eugene and Joe and Gwynn 
Bakkensen of Astoria; a sister and broth- 
er-in-law, Violet and Merwin Speer of 
Portland; and nieces, nephews and in- 
laws. 





Earl Arvi Malinen 
Businessman, 85 


Earl Arvi Malinen, 85, of Seaside, died 
Sunday, March 27, 2005, in Warrenton. 

Mr. Malinen was born Feb. 2, 1920, to 
Abel Malinen and Linda Suominen 
Malinen Wuolle in Winlock, Wash. He 
came to Astoria as a young child in 1921. 
He graduated from Astoria High School in 
1938. Mr. Malinen worked on various 
fishing boats until his enlistment in the 
U.S. Army, serving from 1942 to 1945. 

On May 24, 1946, he married Zona 
Lambert in Astoria. She survives, living in 
Seaside. 

Mr. Malinen was employed as a parts 
man for Sorenson Auto Parts and 
then became partners in the Columbia 





Re 


River Engine Co. until 1967. He then 


went to work for Bumble Bee until his re- 


tirement in 1983. 

His hobbies included carpentry work, 
gardening, boat building and fishing. He 
was a member of the Odd Fellows, Finn- 
ish Brotherhood Lodge, Boy Scouts, John 
Day Water District Board, John Day- 
Fernhill School Board, Volunteer Fire De- 
partment in John Day and the Royal Chi- 
nook Good Sam Trailer Club. 

In addition to his wife, Mr. Malinen is 
survived by two sons and daughters-in- 
law, Mike and Judie Malinen of Warren- 
ton and Timothy and Sue Malinen of As- 
toria; four grandsons, Andrew Malinen of 
Warrenton, Tony Malinen of Salem and 


Nathan and Caleb Malinen, both of Astor- 


ia; two granddaughters, Juli Hol and Sa- 
rah Malinen, both of Astoria; a great- 
granddaughter, Emily Hol of Astoria; a 
niece, Sandra Martin of Salem; and rela- 
tives in Finland. 









Elmer Rudolph Salmi 


Boat repair business owner, 80 


Elmer Rudolph Salmi, 80, of Warren- 
ton, died Thursday, March 24, 2005, in 
Astoria. 

Mr. Salmi was born June 16, 1924, to 
Edward John Salmi and Aina Rauha 
Salo Salmi in Duluth, Minn. He received 
his education in the Cloquet area of 
Minnesota. In 1946, he moved to the 
Warrenton area with his family. 


Hughes Ransom 
Cremation and Mortuaries 


“ALWAYS THERE IN YOUR TIME OF NEED” 


Serving Clatsop County since 1913 in Astoria, 


In Seaside since 1950 


We invite you to call or stop in anytime; 


we are able to accomodate your every need 


in two chapels with gathering areas for 


receptions, or in any location you desire. 


Larry Peterson, the owner of 


Hughes-Ransom and his fully licensed 


staff, Eric Wright and Michael O’Conner 


y 


with Heather Elkins, administrative 


assistant, are always ready to serve you. 


Larry, Eric 
& Michael 


ASTORIA 


Available 24 Hours a Day, 
7 Days a Week, providing 
complete funeral and 
cremation services to fulfill 
your every need. 


220 N. Holladay, Seaside 
738-6622 
576-12th Street, Astoria 
320-2030 








COLUMBIA RIVER 


He and his father went into the boat re- 
pair business together in Warrenton and 
were partners until he bought his fa- 
ther’s part of the business in 1962. 
When Mr. Salmi retired after 44 years, 
his three sons took over the 

business in 1990. 

On May 7, 1960, he married Martha 
Worthington in Amboy, Wash. She 
survives, living in Warrenton. 

Mr. Salmi attended the Philadelphia 
Church almost from its beginning, 

a church which started in a prayer meet- 
ing. He became a charter member in 
1952. Mr. Salmi became its first Sunday 
School superintendent, a position he 
held for 12 years. He drove the Sunday 
School bus for many years, taught 
Sunday School classes for more than 25 
years and served as elder and deacon. 

Mr. Salmi was active in the Warrenton 
Chamber of Commerce for many 
years and served as president for one 
year. He joined the River of Life 
Fellowship in Seaside in 2002. 

In addition to his wife, Mr. Salmi is 
survived by three sons and one 
daughter-in-law, Charles Salmi of War- 
renton, David and Laurie Salmi of 
Warrenton and Stephen Salmi and his fi- 
ancee Kirsten Jewell of Warrenton; two 
brothers, Raymond Salmi of Warrenton 
and Ervin Salmi of Greenville, Maine; 
two sisters, Ruth Salmi Quanrud of Mes- 
quite, Texas, and Beverly Salmi 
Summerhill of Ridgefield, Wash; and 
many cousins, nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by two 
brothers, Robert Salmi and Leonard 
Salmi. 





Calvin Gail Jones 
Gillnetter, 78 


Calvin Gail Jones, 78, of Astoria, died 
May 26, 2005 in Warrenton. 

Mr. Jones was born July 2, 1926 in 
Dahlia, Wash., to George and May Goss 
Jones. 

Mr. Jones was raised in Altoona, 
Wash. He was a lifelong gillnetter and 
troller up and down the West Coast. He 
loved the water. He served in the U.S. 
Navy in World War II. He was past com- 
mander of the American Legion in 
Bouse, Ariz. Mr. Jones was also a mem- 








ber of the QuinaltChinook Indian tribe. 

Mr. Jones is survived by a son and 
daughter-in-law, Robert and Sharlene 
Jones of Portland; a daughter and son-in- 
law, Caleen and Walter Murry of Seaside; 
a son, William Jones of Seattle; a brother 
and sister-in-law, Robert and Irene Jones 
of Ocean Park, Wash.; a brother, Lind- 
bergh Jones of Aberdeen, Wash.; four 
granddaughters, Angela Lovett and Shelly 
Jones, both of Columbus, Ohio, Leeann 
Harris of Hillsboro, and Heather Harris of 
Detroit Lake; six great-grandchildren and 
many nieces, nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews. 





1931 - 2004 
Joe Thompson 


A TRIBUTE TO JOE 


Joe Thompson ranked as one of the 
true gentlemen of the fishing fleet. He 
was always ready to give a hand of assis- 
tance where it was needed among his 
fellow fishermen. His easy going demure 
and quiet steady manner made him a 
friend of everyone. Joe’s untimely death 
a year ago was a shock to us all and he is 
certainly being missed. 

He Gillnetted both out of Astoria on 
the Columbia and Kenai on Cook Inlet in 
Alaska. He and his son Alex made an ex- 
cellent team and they always came in 
with a good load of Salmon. His new boat 
of a few years ago, the F/V Redoubt, is 
one of the finest Gillnet Driftboats on 
Cook Inlet. Jerry Westerholm and his son 
Bill now own and fish the craft for Red 
Salmon out of the Kenai River. 

Joe was also a long time educator at 
Astoria Middle School. He had received 
his higher education at Oregon State and 
Portland State Colleges. He influenced 
many a young life during his teaching ca- 
reer in the classroom, He and his wife Ei- 
leen Wirkunen Thompson were involved 
in many Astoria community volunteer 
projects over the years. 


We meritoriously salute Joe Thompson. 


WHY FISH WITH AN OBSOLETE NET? 
Catch More Fish With..... 


“WATERCOLOR GILLNETTING” 


Fishing Condition Adaptable Colored Gillnetting. “Maximum Fishing Efficiency” 
U.S. Patent #5819464, Canada Patent #2251215 Made In JAPAN From 100% TORAY® Nylon 


With WATERCOLOR GILLNETTING, up to 
four colors, known to blend well and produce 
well, can be selected for each net. The colors 
are placed throughout the net, as shown to 
achieve maximum fishing efficiency in any 
varying fishing conditions such as light, depth, 


weather etc. 


We have nets in stock for the Columbia 


River, Youngs Bay and Alaska. 
Nets can also be custom ordered to your specs. 
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Vinson Brothers Construction 


CCB# 66679 
Rock Products * Excavation 
Underground Utilities 
Septic Systems 


VBC Dennis Vinson 


Phone (503) 458-6561 
Fax (503) 458-6763 


V.B. Construction Inc, 
92740 Knappa Dock Ra. 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Home (503) 325-4125 
Cellullar (503) 741-0170 












AUTION > 


SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT FOR THE FOOD INDUSTRY 


MIKE AUTIO 
93750 AUTIO Loop 


ASTORIA, OR 97103 


E-MAIL: MIKE@AUTIO.COM 


800/483-8884 
503/458-6191 
FAX 503/458-6409 












SINCE 1794 


(fa AMIKAN) ( Me AMIKAN ) 


Nets less than 45 MD will have 8 color spots per 50 Fm/Hung 
Nets 45 MD and deeper will have 12 color spots per 50 Fm/Hung. 





Order NOW to insure a timely delivery or call for a color card and more information. 


Jovanovich Supply Co. 
15636 DesMoines Memorial Dr. 


SeaTac, WA 98148 


Phone: 206-243-5991 or Toll Free: 800-933-5596 








Fast Passenger Liner of S. F. & P. S. S. Company, © 
leaving Astoria, Oregon for California Ports. 





Columbia river butterfly sail fishing fleet 


Indian tribes AUER at Celilo Falls 
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